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Chief Rainone Gym renovated

By RORY SCHULER

As boys they bounced basketballs up
and down the hardwood court.

As successful adults with careers in
the building trades, a group of Johnston
men have been working hard to bring the
Chief Rainone Gym back to life.

“Over the past few weeks there has
been quite a bit of activity there,” said
Christopher Correia, director of John-
ston’s Recreational and Community
Services. “We’d like to have the Rainone
gym refurbished to assist us in our pro-
gramming, and we’d like to have open
gym time for Johnston youth to play
there again.”

The 71-year-old facility at 45 Mill St.
shows its age. Accessibility issues pre-
sented challenges both inside and out.

“We’d like the gym to handle overflow
from the new indoor recreation center,
which gets quite busy,” Correia said.
“Renovations are long overdue.”

Town officials have decided to use a
hybrid funding approach to rehabilitate
the gym. About half of the nearly $1 mil-
lion project will be funded by taxpayers,
while the other half has been contributed
by local unions and businesses donat-
ing workers and materials, Correia ex-
plained.

HARD-
WOOD:
The Chief
Rainone
Gym, a
71-year-old
facility at
45 Mill St.,
is undergo-
ing a full
renovation,
inside and
out. (Sun
Rise photo
by Rory
Schuler)
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MEMORIAL MOMENT: Johnston Cub Scouts Andre Slinko, Anthony Brooks and Asher Mouser hold three of

Flags for
the fallen

Scouts place more
than 1,500 banners
on veterans’ graves

By PETE FONTAINE

Johnston.

It features more than 1,500 American flags and
serves as a lesson for young children and reminder for
older folks of just how important it is to remember each
and every veteran who helped preserve the nation’s
freedom.

But this time around, rain blanketed Highland Me-
morial Park Cemetery and men like Dave Slinko were
worried few people, if any, would turn out for the al-
ways special ceremony that had to be scaled down be-
cause of the inclement weather.

“The more it rained the more I figured we wouldn’t
have many people,” said Slinko, who in recent years
has organized the Memorial Day ceremony for John-
ston’s Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts and serves as Den
Leader for Troop 20. “We were all thrilled with the large
turnout of families and kids that showed up and helped
make Saturday morning extra special.”

It’s a Memorial Day tradition unlike any other In

the 1,584 American flags they and their fellow scouts placed Saturday at Highland Memorial Park Cemetery in

Johnston. (Photo by Pete Fontaine)
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Town buys Willow Street Fire Station for $10

By RORY SCHULER

The town of Johnston will take own-
ership of the Willow Street Fire Station,
which has served as a reliable virus test-
site over the past year.

Early in his career, Johnston Mayor Jo-
seph M. Polisena worked as a firefighter
at the station, formerly owned by the
Thornton Volunteer Fire Company.

“ spent several years as a very young
firefighter down there,” Polisena said.
“The building is in good shape.”

The town agreed to pay a nominal $10
fee to take possession of the building.

Bids will be sought to install a new roof
on the station, and as its new owners, the
town will pay for utilities and upkeep.

Town Council unanimously approved
Resolution 2021-18: A Resolution Autho-
rizing the Purchase of the Willow Street
Fire Station from the Thornton Volunteer

Fire Company, during a special meeting
last week, held on Thursday, May 27.

The resolution stipulates that the town
will not sell the fire station.

“The town cannot sell it,” Polisena
said. “Pretty soon you won't be able to
buy a pack of gum for $10, so we got a
good deal.”

Polisena said the more than 70-year-
old building will be used to shelter re-
serve fire rescue apparatus and serve as
a training site, post-pandemic.

“We can surely use it,” Polisena said.
“That building has a lot of roots in the
community; 60 years ago that’s where
everybody gathered. It has a lot of mean-
ing. It would be disrespectful to sell it.”

Since the start of the pandemic, the
town has used the Willow Street Fire Sta-
tion as a Covid-testing site.

u FIRE - PAGE 16

REAL ESTATE DEAL: Johnston has purchased the Willow Street Fire Station, 1
Willow St., from the Thornton Volunteer Fire Company, for $10. (Sun Rise photo by
Rory Schuler)
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LENNY’S TREE SERVICE

« Brush Chipping « Lots Cleared
« Firewood « Pruning
« Landscape Construction

By PETE FONTAINE

LENNY SHERMAN
25 Years Experience
Fully Insured - RI Lic #418 « Free Estimates

Sometime around high
noon last Friday, Mary-
ann Grace walked outside
The Bridge at Cherry Hill
onto the patio and issued
her usual friendly greeting
asking: “How’s everything
gentlemen?”

“We've got plenty of
food and please enjoy
yourselves!”

Grace’s warm welcome
was also the prelude to an
event that has become a
trademark and tradition at
the award-winning retire-
ment center-assisted living
facility: a First Responders
Cookout-Luncheon.

The Century Park Asso-
ciates property, located off
Cherry Hill Road in John-
ston, hosts similar events
several times each year.
They issue invitations to
members of the Johnston
Police Department and
Johnston Fire Department
to join the staff and resi-
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First responders treated
to lunch at The Bridge

FIRST FORCE: Members of the Johnston Police Department were guests of honor

at The Bridge at Cherry Hill last Friday during the Frist Responders Luncheon. (Sun
Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

dents for a smorgasbord-
like meal that in previous
years has also been an
early morning breakfast.

Last Friday’s invitation,
though, came from Cullen
McKain, The Bridge’s new
Sales Director and also
Community Relations Di-
rector.

McKain’s presentation,
which was highlighted by
yet another fantastic food
feast prepared under the
watchful eye of Executive
Chef Marvin Carter and
his staff, received high
marks and praise from a
host of people including
Johnston Police Chief Jo-
seph P. Razza and many
members of the town’s
Fire Department.

“I can’t thank Mr. McK-
ain, Mrs. Grace, the staff
and residents enough for
the gracious Iluncheon
they provided to our First
Responders here today,”
said Razza. “Chef Marvin
truly outdid himself and
we are so appreciative of
the overwhelming sup-
port The Bridge at Cherry
Hill has always provided
for us; they are a tremen-
dous community part-
ner.”

To which McKain add-
ed: “Leading into the Me-

morial Day weekend the
residents and staff here at
The Bridge at Cherry Hill
celebrated our First Re-
sponders and showed our
appreciation for all they
continue to do by hosting
a barbecue on the patio for
police, fire and rescue per-
sonal; they have always
done so much for us.”

McKain, who lives in
Warren, went on: “A spe-
cial thank you to Marvin
Carter and the dietary
staff that provided this
delicious feast.”

People like Johnston Po-
lice Officer Patrolman Da-
vid Slinko and Johnston
Fire Department Lt. Jon
concurred as they enjoyed
the menu that consisted of
cheeseburgers, hamburg-
ers, hot dogs, BBQ spare
ribs, Memphis chicken
wings, BBQ beef briskets,
grilled salmon with Asian
sweet chili glaze, clam
cakes and Carter’s spe-
cial chowder. The food re-
ceived rave reviews from
all the first responders in
attendance.

Jon Pistacchio and Evan Cooke were among the John-
ston Fire Department Rescue personnel at last Friday's

First Responders Luncheon.

HAPPY HOSTS: Johnston Police Chief Joseph P. Razza enjoys a lighter moment
while saying “Thank You” to Executive Chef Marvin Carter and his staff at The Bridge
at Cherry Hill for last Friday's First Responders Luncheon. The group includes: Chris-
sy Calitri, Meloney Cross, Doug Horning and Steve Frausto.
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Navigating quality care,

emergent medical care. This is especially true when you realize that you're headed to the

Kent Hospital can be seen from Interstate 95, which is a welcome sight if you are in need of
second most utilized emergency department in the state.

Kent Hospital has long been relied upon to offer compassionate care from birth to end of life
and the array of medical milestones in between. Located in the geographic center of the state,
Kent Hospital conveniently serves as a health care hub for the populations of Kent County and
surrounding cities and towns, with a heavy emphasis on the communities of Warwick, West
Warwick, and Cranston with an estimated population of 168,000.

Kent Hospital has more than 2,300 employees and roughly 600 medical staff who maintain a
long-standing legacy of care with deep ties to the community; including many of whom reside

in the communities they serve. Many members of the hospital staff are proud to say they were
born and now work at Kent. The hospital staff follows the mantra of the “Kent Way,” which is a
commitment to providing high-quality, compassionate, and personalized health care delivered in
an interdisciplinary model. All members of the health care team work together to find the right
answers and the best approaches to maintain health and wellness.

The employees of Kent Hospital care for their patients, not only because of their professional
ethic, but because they see themselves in their eyes, and, in many cases, may even know the
person standing before them. There is an idea that all people, on average, are six or fewer social
connections away from each other. As Rhode Islanders, we're all keenly aware that it's more likely
two degrees of separation. This makes the hospital and local community feel connected and

together.

Kent offers a comprehensive surgical suite in the Ambulatory Services Pavilion, where
approximately 10,000 surgeries occur each year. The pavilion has a futuristic feel and includes
state of the art medical technology to perform procedures such as robotic surgeries, as well as a
wound care center equipped with hyperbaric chambers. Kent Hospital's Wound Care Center is the
largest in the region and an integral part of proper care for many conditions, including difficult to
heal wounds assaciated with diabetes, vascular disease, and radiation. Additionally, Kent Hospital
is the only location in our state that offers emergency hyperbaric oxygen coverage for carbon
monoxide toxicity, which is another time-sensitive and extremely important capability available to
our community when it is needed.

Kent Hospital performs over 2,000 non-emergent cardiac procedures per year, keeping those
neighbors healthier so they don't end up in an emergency. Unfortunately, heart disease is a
leading cause of death in the state and cardiac emergencies frequently occur. In addition to
cardiac diagnostic testing capabilities, Kent Hospital offers 24/7 emergent cardiac procedures
which are estimated to have saved about 200 local lives per year. Success in an emergency here
means that Kent Hospital's patients get to the cardiac catheterization lab within 45 minutes,
saving the viability of heart muscle and maintaining their quality of life. This procedure is
available at Kent Hospital and select hospitals in Providence. While Rhode Island is not a large
state, those minutes of drive time can matter in an emergency.

Kent Hospital continues to invest in equipment designed to offer the latest advances in care and
to attract physicians to the area. Robotic surgery utilizing DaVinci or Mako robots, for various

There is an idea that all people, on average, are six or fewer social connections away from each other.

As Rhode Islanders, we're all keenly aware that it's more likely two degrees of separation. This makes the hospital

and local community feel connected and creates a sense of shared responsibility for the well-being of our fellow

Rhode Islanders. These are real people, employed here for generations, taking exceptional care of real people.

creates a sense of shared responsibility for the well-being of our fellow Rhode Islanders. These
are real people, employed here for generations, taking exceptional care of real people.

Since it first opened its doors to the public in 1951, Kent Hospital has grown from a two-bed
emergency room to a 47-bed emergency department making it the second-largest in the state.
This emergency department ranks among the top 10 percent nationally. Annually, the Kent
Hospital emergency department sees an estimated 68,000 patients in need of care for everything
from chest pain, to broken bones, to psychiatric needs. During the global pandemic, Kent Hospital
partnered with the state to strategically build and manage a COVID-19 field hospital. Kent has also
recently been ranked in the top 250 best hospitals nationally and continues to remain dedicated
to providing focused, accessible local care while supporting an impressive national presence and
recruitment strategy in partnership with The Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University.

Kent Hospital is essential to the training of medical and nursing students in Rl; these students
are an essential ingredient to an integrated, academic health system. In collaboration with The
Warren Alpert Medical School, over 50 family medicine and approximately 30 internal medicine

residents are trained each year, right here in Warwick, with our experts in these areas of practice.

This is beneficial not only for the medical schaol, but also for the patients. Medical students

get hands-on experience with our dedicated medical experts, and our patients benefit from an
additional fresh perspective of someone who has cutting-edge training in recognizing symptoms
and executing best medical practices on behalf of the patient. Several local nursing schools,
including URI and RIC, utilize Kent Hospital for clinical rotations. Hospitals that are ever-training
are also ever-growing, and by their nature keeping on the leading edge of medicine and nursing.

Kent Hospital also successfully partners with health care entities outside of the Care New
England hospital system, allowing the staff greater access to innovative tools and empirical
knowledge. Our strong affiliation with Brigham and Women's Hospital, for example, brings
surgeons and other specialists right here to provide personalized care. This approach supports
local access to care throughout each stage of life's journey, including state-of-the-art surgical
and diagnostic options, and an on-site infusion center. This not only allows for the convenience
that Rhode Islanders seek, but also for patients to get to know the staff caring for them, and
oftentimes even each other.

general and orthopedic surgeries, is another approach that Kent Hospital employs to care for the
people of this community. Kent Hospital offers access to complex thoracic surgery. Additionally,
Care New England and Kent Hospital's board-certified bariatric physicians offer surgical solutions
for obesity and robust weight loss and management programs that include convenient and
ongoing support essential to successful long-term weight loss. We offer not just a surgeon, but
full programs with support.

Kent Hospital also has the most modern radiation therapy machine available today. Cancers
are prevalent and the care for cancer patients is delivered in a highly specialized way. Our
breast surgeons are all board-certified within the Care New England health system, and they
also specialize in oncoplasty, a surgical technique that combines the latest in plastic surgery
with breast surgical oncological procedures which leads to the best healthcare and aesthetic
outcomes that patients desire and deserve.

Working at Kent Hospital means that not only do we often recognize and care for those patients
that we live near, but it also means that we hope to provide reliable work and economic benefits
to our communities - Apponaug, Cowesett, Oakland Beach, Warwick Neck - we know these places
by name, and we know that working among the communities that we live is very important. With a
renewed eye toward diversity, we are continuously seeking a workforce that is proud to be a part
of not only these communities, but others across the state.

Kent Hospital offers high-quality care, right here in your neighborhood, in the middle of the Ocean
State. Most of all, we care and will always care about each other - our staff and our patients.
While change is inevitable, it'll only be for the better. We will remain the Kent Hospital that you
know and rely upon - with the long-standing commitment to support our patients and our staff.

Sincerely,

Robert J. Haffey, MBA, MSN, RN,
President and COO, Kent Hospital

Paari Gopalakrishnan, MD, MBA,
Chief Medical Officer, Kent Hospital

Judith Ann Thorpe, MSN, RN,
Chief Nursing Officer, Kent Hospital

N KENT

HOSPITAL
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DRAG RACING

Around 10:59 p.m., April
25, Johnston Police Officer
Michael Schiappa arrived
on the scene of a motor
vehicle stop in Providence,
on Farmington Avenue,
near the Johnston border.
Johnston Police were dis-
patched to assist in the ve-
hicle stop.

At the scene Patrolwom-
an Kayleigh Cooper had is-
sued driver Angel L. Baez
Jr., of 50 Prairie Ave., Apt.
516, Providence, a sum-
mons for a traffic infraction.

After the vehicle stop
was completed and Schi-
appa was walking back to
his marked police cruiser,
he allegedly heard Baez
rev his car’s motor, spin
the tires and aggressively
pull back onto the road-
way, traveling eastbound
on Farmington Avenue at a
high rate of speed and in a
reckless manner.

Schiappa got back into
his cruiser, turned on the
cruiser’s overhead lights
and sirens, and attempted
to follow Baez in the speed-
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ing vehicle. Cooper also
followed in her cruiser.

Schiappa attempted a
second motor vehicle stop,
but as Baez allegedly con-
tinued driving at a high
rate of speed, he main-
tained a lead, almost losing
the two pursuing officers.

Police said Baez turned
left onto Dyer Avenue
from Farmington Avenue
without stopping at a stop
sign. Baez continued north-
bound on Dyer Avenue
and drove around one ve-
hicle on the left side of the
roadway, traveling into
oncoming traffic, Schiappa
wrote in the police report.

Baez then turned right
onto Union Avenue with-
out stopping at a red light,
police said.

At this time, Schiappa
caught up to Baez and de-
tained his vehicle at the in-
tersection of Union Avenue
and Laurel Hill Avenue in
Providence.

Schiappa notified emer-
gency dispatch personnel
that he and Cooper had
successfully stopped the

Your recipe will be included
in our Fall Cookbook

\k’ E ﬁ 27
This hometown keepsake
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4 websites, as well as,
print copies available at

our offices and many
area businesses.
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car a second time.

Cooper and Schiappa
approached the car and
removed Baez from the
vehicle without incident.
Schiappa placed him under
arrest for Reckless Driv-
ing, and applied handcuffs,
double locked and checked
for proper fit.

The vehicle was towed
from the scene.

Baez was transported to
Johnston Police Headquar-
ters, processed and released
with a District Court Sum-
mons to appear on July 26.
Baez was also mailed sum-
mons for three other traffic
infractions: Care in starting
from a stop, Obedience to
devices and Overtaking on
left.

CONSPIRACY

On April 26, Johnston
Police Detective Thomas
Dwyer responded to Home
Depot, 100 Stone Hill Drive,
to meet with a loss preven-
tion manager regarding
fraud and shoplifting com-
plaints.

The

loss  prevention
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manager provided writ-
ten statements detailing an
incident that occurred on
April 10 around 12:20 p.m.

The statements alleged
that two men entered
Home Depot without any
items and walked directly
to the lumber department.
Moments later, both men
were recorded on video
surveillance pushing a
shopping carriage with two
¥ Big Combo sump pumps
in the carriage. The men
allegedly took the items
to the service desk, police
wrote in their report.

A store clerk working at
the service desk completed
the transactions, refund-
ing both customers for the
pumps they claimed to
have purchased.

Police  said  Moises
Peguero and Julian Balbi
both received $415 store
credit refunds after they
supplied Rhode Island IDs.

The clerk told police she
recognized Balbi, who was
given $415 store credit for
the item he had claimed to
purchase.

The clerk told police
that Balbi “is always in
the Home Depot return-
ing merchandise and that
is how she is familiar with
him,” according to the po-
lice report.

Police showed the clerk a
photo of Balbi, and she im-
mediately identified him as
a repeat customer.

Police also discovered
the Home Depot Provi-
dence branch previously
employed Balbi and many
co-workers identified him
in the surveillance video
footage.

After completing the
returns, Peguero was also
observed on video, around
12:37 p.m., pushing a car-
riage with a Ryobi surf
cleaner valued at $69.97,
and a Ryobi power washer
valued at $299, with Balbi
by his side.

Video surveillance cap-
tured Balbi exit the store
with the shopping cart
containing the two items,
without making any effort
to pay for them, police said.

In the parking lot, Balbi
pushed the carriage to a
white box truck parked in
the rear of the lot. Three
minutes later, police said,
Peguero exited store while
on his cell phone, walked to
the truck, and met with Bal-
bi who had already loaded
the items into the truck.

The two men fled the
scene in the truck, with the
allegedly stolen items.

Police tracked the box
truck to a local business.
The business owner con-
firmed he owned the truck,
but that it was at Northeast
Auto Body having work
done.

The business owner
told police that Balbi was
employed by his com-
pany, and Peguero had
previously worked for
him about a year ago. The
business owner told po-
lice that he did not autho-
rize Balbi to use the com-
pany box truck on his day
off (April 10).

Police found the truck
in the Northeast Auto
Body parking lot, at 775
Hartford Ave.

Police called Balbi and
asked him to come to

police headquarters for
questioning. Balbi agreed,
and responded to head-
quarters on April 27. He
was escorted into the De-
tective Division and ad-
vised of his Constitutional
rights. Police conducted
an interview in a room
enabled with audio and
video recording.

Police said Balbi con-
fessed to fraudulently re-
turning the sump pumps
and shoplifting, according
to the police report. He
also admitted to operating
his employer’s box truck.

Police showed Balbi
photographs from the in-
cident, and he confirmed
the images showed him-
self and Peguero.

A National Crime In-
formation Center (NCIC)
check on Balbi turned up
previous Federal/US Se-
cret Service Providence
agency charges for Fraud-
aggravated identity theft,
fraud-theft of government
property and fraud-con-
spiracy, from 2014.

Police charged Balbi
with  obtaining  mon-
ey-false pretense/per-
sonation under $1,500,
shoplifting-misdemeanor,
larceny under $1,500 and
conspiracy.

Balbi was processed
and released with a 3rd
District Court summons
and a date set to appear
on July 26. Balbi was also
advised that Home Depot
had issued a no-trespass
order against him.

Police tried to locate
Peguero, but were unsuc-
cessful. They issued an ar-
rest warrant.

Peguero turned him-
self in at Johnston Police
Headquarters on April
28. He was escorted to
the Detective Division,
notified of his rights, and
interviewed. Police said
he also confessed to the
crime.

Peguero  was  also
charged, processed and
released with a district
court summons. He also
received a no-trespass or-
der from Home Depot.

POSSIBLE B&E

On May 11, at about
7:45 a.m., Johnston Police
officers were dispatched
to a home for a report of
a possible breaking and
entering on the premises.

On the scene, an officer
observed a female, later
identified as Lily Arre-
dondo, standing at the
rear of the home.

Police gave her verbal
commands to turn around
and put her hands behind
her back. She complied
and was placed in hand-
cuffs.

Arredondo told police
she was with her boy-
friend who took off run-
ning when police arrived.
She was standing near a
broken window, with bro-
ken pieces of glass on the
ground, police said.

At the same time, a sec-
ond person, later identi-
fied as Bryan Boche, ran
through the backyard to-
ward Railroad Avenue, ac-
cording to police reports.

Police watched Boche
cross George Waterman
Road, where they took
him into custody.

Police concluded that
Arredondo was the look-
out for Boche, who was
allegedly attempting to
break the rear window of
the home, which was un-
occupied and for sale.

Police found a double-
paned basement window
broken at the rear of the
home.

Both Boche and Arre-
dondo were taken into
custody and transported
to police headquarters.

Arredondo, of 3124
Pawtucket Ave., East
Providence, was charged
with disorderly conduct
and released with a Dis-
trict Court summons to
appear in court on Aug. 2.

Boche, of 93 Boutwell
St., Apt. 1, Pawtucket, was
charged with vandalism/
malicious injury to prop-
erty, and held pending an
interview with detectives.

Boche was arraigned on
the vandalism charge, and
bail was set at $1,000. He
was then presented as a
46G bail violator on two
open Pawtucket Police
cases, and held without
bail until a status confer-
ence on those cases on
May 18.

VEHICLE FRAUD

On April 16, at 4 p.m.,
police responded to a
rental agency in town for
the report of a stolen rental
vehicle.

Johnston Police Officer
Kevin W. Lyons spoke to
an employee at the agency,
who told him that on April
8, a customer rented a ve-
hicle but had not returned
or paid for the rental.

Payment was due on
April 15, and the agency
had made several attempts
to contact the renter.

The agency told police
that they wanted to pursue
criminal charges. The re-
port was forwarded to the
Johnston Police Detective
Bureau for investigation.

The agency provided the
name of the renter, and po-
lice made several attempts
to contact her to locate the
vehicle. They traveled to
her Woonsocket address,
but were unsuccessful.

On April 19, police
spoke to management at
the rental company, and
discovered the vehicle had
still not been located.

The next day, police is-
sued an affidavit and ar-
rest warrant for the sus-
pect, Kaitlin A. Kuneluis,
163 Greene St.,, R-Side,
Woonsocket. The vehicle
plates were reported as
stolen.

On May 4, Woonsocket
Police contacted Johnston
Police to inform them they
had located the vehicle
and taken Kuneluis into
custody.

Johnston Police trav-
eled to Woonsocket Po-
lice Headquarters, took
custody of Kuneluis, and
transported her to John-
ston Police Headquarters.

The vehicle, a 2021 Jeep
Cherokee, was towed.

Kuneluis was charged
with obtaining vehicles
with intent to defraud,
processed and finger-
printed.

She was released with
a District Court summons
to appear on July 26.
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‘Grassroots’ Nelghborhood Watch aims to grow

By PETE FONTAINE

Would-be visitors to District
2 in Johnston who are think-
ing about committing a crime
— or just dumping trash — better
beware: The town’s first-ever
Neighborhood Watch Team has
its eyes focused on you!

In what’s being called a “col-
laborative effort” between John-
ston Mayor Joseph Polisena, the
nationally-accredited ~ Johnston
Police Department and District 2
Councilwoman Lauren Garzone,
nine area residents turned out at
the Senior Center last Thursday
night for a highly-informative
presentation.

Many in attendance said they
believe the newly formed neigh-
borhood watch group may be the
first volunteer resident organiza-
tion of its kind in Johnston history.

“The men and women of the
Johnston Police Department are
extremely excited in the launch
of this community partnership,”
Johnston Police Chief Joseph P.
Razza told District 2 residents.
“We look forward to working
one-on-one with the residents in
this district and together we will
address quality of life issues as
they arise.”

Razza also explained: “The
(Neighborhood) Watch is a grass-
roots method for the residents in
this district to open lines of com-
munication, meet their neighbors
and develop relationships that
build community resiliency.”

Razza was accompanied by
Deputy Chief Mark Vieira, Capt.
Joseph Salvadore and Capt. Troy
Maddocks, who collectively
bring nearly 40 years of experi-
ence and service to the table.

The town’s top cop, already a
veteran lawman, is a Johnston na-
tive serving his first year as Chief

nationalgrid 5

NEIGHBORHOOD NICHE: Johnston's first-ever Neighborhood Watch group, which is backed by
the Johnston Police, includes Louis Spremulli, Kevin Falk, Ron Cronin, John Butler, Frederick Graham,
Brad Rounds, Rafael Diaz and Heather Langlois. They're joined by Captains Troy Maddocks and Jo-
seph Salvadore, Chief Joseph Razza, Councilwoman Lauren Garzone and Deputy Chief Mark Vieira.
(Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)

after working his way through
the ranks.

Razza tried to be thorough in
covering a myriad of subjects
during his presentation that
echoed the Johnston Police De-
partment’s credo of “Working
Together, Making a Difference.”

He said he was “pleased with
the turnout of this initial meet-
ing and confident in the growth
and success of this program.”

Razza further explained that
the Neighborhood Watch is a
program in which a group of res-
idents living in the area want to
make their neighborhood safer
by working with members of the

police department.

“This is a tremendous oppor-
tunity for our residents to volun-
teer and work towards increas-
ing safety and security in their
neighborhood,” Razza said.
“Volunteers often choose to mo-
bilize and walk the streets and
report suspicious activity to the
(Johnston) Police, and we will
also provide you with printed
crime prevention information.”
Razza distributed three packag-
es at the meeting last Thursday
night.

Razza also emphasized “the
most important thing to remem-
ber is that everyone should be a

good neighbor and take an ac-
tive role in looking out for one
another.”

“If you see or observe some-
thing of a suspicious nature,
bring it immediately to the atten-
tion of the police,” Razza said.

Meanwhile, Garzone — who
was formerly a member John-
ston School Committee before
being elected to the District 2
Council post -- was ecstatic with
the turnout and thanked each
and every resident for their in-
terest. She said she is looking
forward to the town'’s first-ever
Neighborhood Watch growing
in numbers.

“It is often said that safety
starts at home,” Garzone began.
“Many home owners spend lots
of money on things like sophisti-
cated security systems and cam-
eras, etc. but one solution is the
Neighborhood Watch, a group of
citizens coming together to make
a commitment to be vigilant and
observant and to do what they
can to prevent crimes like vandal-
ism burglary, speeding vehicles
and even dumping trash.”

She also noted “there are also
many pluses to formation of a
Neighborhood Watch group,
one being an effective and least
costly way to prevent crime and
it can also forge strong bonds
among residents to improve re-
lations between police and the
community they serve.”

Garzone pointed out “there are
other countless benefits derived
from a Neighborhood Watch
group, such as law enforcement
officers will learn the needs of
their various district neighbor-
hoods, and the attributes and
dynamics of their volunteers so
they will be able to tailor their
activities and responses to meet
the ever-changing needs of their
citizens.

Now that the group has been
formed, it’s up to the nine char-
ter members, as well as other
residents, to recruit more mem-
bers, further increasing partici-
pation while also enhancing the
quality of life in District 2 and
eventually other parts of town.

Anyone who would like fur-
ther information about Neigh-
borhood Watch, or would like
to join the group, has been
urged to call Capt. Salvadore,
Commander of the Traffic/Spe-
cial Services Bureau, at (401)
787-3127 or email jsalvadore@
johnstonpolice.com.

If you are struggling to
pay your energy bills,
we can help.

¢ Discount Rates
e Payment Plans

¢ Heating Assistance
Grants

¢ Forgiveness Program
e Budget Plan

¥ ngrid.com/ri-gethelpi
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Community Cleanup on Saturday

Pitch in to pick up at this year’s Clean Days on the Greenway Community Cleanup.

The Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council will be hosting a community cleanup and tree planting at Crick-
et Field in Johnston from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, June 5.

The event contributes to the council’s efforts in connecting community members along the Woonasquatucket
River Greenway from Providence to North Smithfield.

Volunteers will be preparing the park for summer by planting shrubs, weeding and completing other projects
with guidance from the River Ranger team.

The WRWC’s New Voices at the Water Table cohort will be in attendance. The New Voices cohort is a new en-
vironmental resilience and leadership adult education program for Olneyville residents that meets monthly with
virtual cohort meetings and in-person learning experiences.

Cricket Field is located at 15 Riverside Ave. in Johnston.

Council asks state
to delay revaluation

By RORY SCHULER

Full reassessments of
homes in Johnston may
be delayed a year, follow-
ing a unanimous vote by
Johnston Town Council
last week.

The state still needs to
approve the resolution.

During a special meet-
ing of Town Council on
Thursday, May 27, John-
ston Mayor Joseph M.
Polisena urged members
to vote to delay assess-
ments, which require
on-site visits and home
entrances by property
evaluators.

“First of all, people are
just getting over Covid,”
he said this week. “This
year would be a full re-
evaluation, and they’ll
have to go inside the
home and on the property.
I don’t people will be very
comfortable with that. I
thought it was best to put
it on hold until next year.”

State law requires sta-
tistical reassessments of
properties in each munici-
pality every three years,
and full evaluations every
10 years.

Polisena helped lead
an effort to increase the
time between evaluations,
from three years to seven
years for statistical assess-
ments, and 10 years to 15
years for full evaluation

assessments.

“That effort was to no
avail,” Polisena said. “The
legislature never passed it
for some reason.”

The pandemic, howev-
er, has convinced Polisena
the process needs to slow
down, at least for this
year.

“By next year, hope-
fully, Covid will be in our
rearview mirror,” he said.
“I feel this is in the best
interest, of first and fore-
most the taxpayers, and
also those who do the re-
evaluations.”

If reassessments were
completed on schedule,
Polisena said he doesn’t
“think we’ll get a full and
accurate reading of what
properties are worth.”

The town puts requests
for evaluators out to bid.
This year, the town has
not yet started the bidding
process.

“I don’t think it will
be that much of a loss as
far as losing revenue,”
Polisena said. “Taxes have
been stable for four years.
I know property values
are high, but I don’t think
they will drop next year.”

Polisena expects the
town will seek bids for
evaluations by January or
February of 2022.

“People are still con-
cerned and afraid,”
Polisena said. “To have

someone come into the
home and look around,
poke around, they’re not
ready for that. I think by
next year we will be back
to normal and stronger
than ever. I explained
the same thing to council
members.”

Getting an accurate
measurement of property
values throughout the
town is Polisena’s top pri-
ority.

“You don’t want to
overvalue, or undervalue
someone’s home,” Polise-
na said.

Within  four weeks,
Polisena, a former state
senator, plans to contact
the Rhode Island Speaker
of the House and Sen-
ate president, to discuss
the requested delay. The
mayor is confident John-
ston will not be the only
municipality in the state
requesting a delay.

“I think this is some-
thing we can get done
pretty quick,” he said.

The short special meet-
ing of Town Council last-
ed less than 15 minutes.

Resolution 2021-19: A
Resolution ~ Requesting
that the General Assem-
bly Extend the Town’s
Revaluation Cycle by
One (1) Year for the pur-
poses of Health and Safe-
ty, passed unanimously
in a 5-0 vote.
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Radiothon

raises $453K
for Hashro

Held on May 13, the an-
nual Hasbro Children’s Hos-
pital Radiothon saw the com-
munity come together with
an outpouring of generosity,
raising $453,151 for the area’s
only pediatric hospital. The
funds will support patient
care, research, and programs
like the Healing Arts, pet
therapy, and Child Life.

“The way Radiothon
brings thousands of people
together to make an impact
in the lives of our patients
and their families is abso-
lutely incredible,” said Saul
N. Weingart, MD, PhD, pres-
ident of Rhode Island and
Hasbro Children’s hospitals.
“We are fortunate to have not
only dedicated partners in

Cumulus and its talent, but .

also an extremely generous
community of donors. Thank
you to everyone who helped
to make Radiothon a special
day for Hasbro Children’s
Hospital.”

During the 12-hour event
— which was broadcasted si-
multaneously on Cumulus
Providence stations 92 PRO-
FM, Lite 105, News Talk 630
& 99.7, and Hot 106 — Hasbro
Children’s patients, families
and staff took to the airwaves
to share their inspiring stories
of hope and healing.

“We are proud to continue
our longstanding commit-
ment to Hasbro Children’s
Hospital and to the families
that depend on its world-
class care,” said Holly Paras,
market manager for Cumu-
lus Providence. “Radiothon
always brings out the best in
our community and this year
was no different. I could not
be more grateful to our listen-
ers for their incredible gener-
osity or to the Cumulus team
for the way they embrace the
day 4

As listeners across Rhode
Island and nearby Connecti-
cut and Massachusetts were
introduced to patients and
their journeys with rare blood
disorders, aggressive can-
cers, cerebral palsy, and life-
threatening heart conditions,
volunteers manned a socially
distanced phone bank on the
hospital’s campus, answer-
ing calls to accept donations
throughout the day.

Radiothon donations do a
world of good for kids, be-
cause they support the hos-
pital’s ability to provide our
region’s children and their
families the best care pos-
sible. Over the years, these
funds have helped to pur-
chase medical equipment
and support programs that
rely heavily on philanthropy.
Since its inception, Radio-
thon has raised more than
$9.2 million for Hasbro Chil-
dren’s Hospital.

Among the sponsors and
supporters of this year’s
Radiothon, many of which
matched gifts during special
“power hours” and volun-
teered to answer calls, were
Mi-Box Moving & Mobile
Storage of RI; Alexander’s
Uniforms; Jordan’s Furni-
ture; Dunkin’; Walmart, Mr.
David Schuller; Shaw’s; Blue
Cross and Blue Shield of RL;
DAI Restore; Nathan Clark
and Associates; Providence
Auto Body; Marshall; and
Cox Business.
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You can help feed your neighbor,
and make us all healthier.

The Rhode Island Food Bank reports that one in four Rhode Island families

is hungry — the highest level of food insecurity in nearly a century. Yet at the
same time, our state has the 11th highest rate of child obesity in the nation. It
doesn’t seem possible. Our kids don’t have access to healthy foods, and what
they do have isn’t exactly good for them.

But you can do something about it.

A tax on unhealthy sugary drinks like the one currently proposed in the general
assembly would inject over $30 million into our economy and help alleviate
hunger for more than 140,000 SNAP recipients, including over 45,000 children
across our state.

The time to bring this bill to a vote is now.
Learn more and contact your legislator at NourishRhodelsland.org

Follow us on Social Media: @ www.facebook.com/nourishrhodeisland @ @NourishRlI

PAID FOR BY THE RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC HEALTH INSTITUTE.
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THE BRIDGE
AT CHERRY HILL
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Call 401.233.2880 to learn more.
1 Cherry Hill Road
Johnston, RI02919
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NOW ACCEPTING NEW RESIDENTS!

CALL TO ACTION: Tom Pendergast, who presented a slideshow at the Saves the
Lakes forum last week, told attendees the Ocean State's ponds and lakes are over-
run with invasive species. (Sun Rise photo)

Save the Lakes seeks to
make waves statewide

By RORY SCHULER

Lake lovers gathered in Johnston to
form an action plan aimed at saving the
Ocean State’s freshwater lakes.

The organization Save the Lakes (STL)
held its Lake and Watershed Annual Fo-
rum in a pavilion at Johnston’s War Me-
morial Park last Wednesday.

Judy Colaluca, President and Co-
founder of Save the Lakes, said the
group’s “mission is to get some knowl-
edge out there.”

She said that STL members receive in-
formation on current and critical lake is-
sues through email communications, ac-
cess to environmental agency personnel
at forums and workshops, and opportu-
nities to network with other members at
live events.

The organization wants to save “every
lake in the state,” said Marsha Czubak, a
member from Johnston.

“We're trying to make people aware
of their water, and how to keep it clean,”
Czubak said. “People need to know that
even fertilizer on their lawns goes into
lakes. It all flows down.”

Save The Lakes was founded as the
only statewide organization dedicated to
the preservation and protection of Rhode
Island’s lakes, ponds and fresh water
resources, according to the group’s web-
site.

“We provide a forum for education,
discussion and action on lake-related is-
sues; we advocate for better fresh water
management policies at the local, state
and federal levels,” according to Save the
Lakes.

The organization is managed entirely
by volunteers and is a non-profit group.

We are supported almost exclusively
through membership dues and dona-
tions, which are fully tax deductible,”
according to Save the Lakes. “Members
are encouraged to join one of STL's com-
mittees to become actively engaged in
critical issues and interesting challenges,
while gaining valuable information on
lake and watershed issues.”

“If you are a permanent or part-time
lake area residents, recreational lake user,
lake area or lake dependent business, we
encourage you to join STL and support
our efforts for your lake’s sake,” accord-
ing to the STL website.

This year’s Save The Lakes Annual
Forum was held Wednesday, May 26, in

the Dunn Building Pavilion in Johnston’s
War Memorial Park. For more informa-
tion, to join or donate, go to the organiza-
tion’s website, stlri.org.

Colaluca wrote a letter to her members
and the public, in an effort to spur aware-
ness and increase membership.

“Save The Lakes, Inc. is a growing
organization with the primary purpose
of addressing the needs of all fresh wa-
ter bodies in Rhode Island,” she wrote.
“While we may be the Ocean State, we
all need fresh water to live. It’s a natural
resource that can’t be neglected and can’t
be replaced once it’s gone. Fresh water is
critical for all life today and for the fu-
ture of our children and grandchildren.
We must not take it for granted!”

She warned that many of life’s daily
activities affect local lakes, ponds and
streams.

“Polluted runoff from roads, lack of
maintenance of dams, movement of inva-
sive plants and unwanted animal species,
trash and litter, septic drainage directly or
indirectly seeping into groundwater, the
use of excess lawn fertilizers and phos-
phates, compost runoff, filling of shore-
line, clearing of shoreline vegetation,
and so much more,” she wrote. “There is
much work to be done to protect and re-
store these critical local gems!”

Colaluca described her organization as
“a diverse group of concerned citizens
working together to address the issues
impacting our fresh water bodies.”

The group plans and presents educa-
tional programs across Rhode Island.
They are particularly concerned with
addressing invasive species in lakes and
ponds. The group can also instruct mem-
bers on how to set up a boat inspection
station at the boat ramps to educate boat-
ers about the importance of not trans-
porting invasive species from one lake to
another.

Though, according to member Tom
Pendergast, who presented a slide-
show at the Johnston forum, the “time
has passed” for prevention efforts. The
Ocean State’s ponds and lakes are over-
run with invasive species.

Pendergast warned members that
there are few options left to fight aquatic
invaders.

“We need to fix lakes or the lakes will
disappear,” he said. “The Rhode Island
legislature needs to fund the lakes. The
horse is already out of the barn.”

johnstonsunrise.net
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ON THE STAGE: Most of the 29 students inducted into the National Honor Society from Johnston High School attended an in-person event in the school’s auditorium. It
was the first in-person event at the school in more than a year. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

29 students
join National
Honor Society

By RORY SCHULER

Johnston High School held its first in-person event in
more than a year.

“It is a great honor to be inducted into the National
Honor Society,” said Caleb Lee, President of the school’s
society. “We knew we needed to do everything we could
to be here today.”

New members of the Honor Society banded together
early this year, spending the pandemic performing im-
pressive feats of community service.

They held blood drives and park cleanups and col-
lected toys at Christmastime for families in need.

“The amount of work we were able to accomplish un-
der the circumstances is something to be proud of,” Lee
said.

New members were called onstage one-by-one. In all,

29 students joined the National Honor Society last week. INDUCTEES Laila Harrington Brynn Roche
Honor Society advisor Emilia Ruggiero told the crowd Ifeoluwa Alarapon Caleb Lee Justin Salvatore
that it was “so fitting” that the Honor Society induction Kayla Aquilante Audry Mahony Skyler Stone
ceremony was the school’s “first in-person event since Joyce Armstrong A’amani Maxie Grace Thomas
2020.” Gabriella Athaide Brooke Marcotte Melanie Vessella
Parents took seats in small groups, while the students lan Michael Cabrera Sarah Monahan Caitlynn Zinni
filled the center isles, seats spaced between them. Grace Centracchio Olaitan Olagundoye
“I'm very proud to say I am principal to these fine Patricia China Derek Papa OFFICERS
young people,” Principal Dr. Donna Pennacchia told the Trista Clark Sofia Paris Caleb Lee, President
small crowd gathered in the school’s auditorium. “They Nicholas Cronan Ava Pastore Kayla Aquilante, Vice President
all worked very hard under very stressful circumstanc- Maxwell El Hage Nicholas Petrillo Trista Clark, Historian
es.” Melissa Garofalo Melanie Privitera Sarah Monahan, Parliamentarian

<~ 71 [
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IS THE AIR AFFECTING YOUR MOUTH?

We can do a lot to maintain healthy, strong
teeth and gums, such as keeping them clean
by brushing and flossing twice a day and
keeping our dental check-up appointments
every six months. Once we step out of the
house, however, we are vulnerable to the
effects of our environment, and so are our
mouths. A recent study has shown that people
who are exposed to poor air quality are more
likely to develop mouth cancer in spite of good
dental hygiene. This is because higher levels of
particulate matter are breathed in through the
mouth. Particulate matter can contain heavy
metals (especially in areas with petrochemi-
cal plants), which are known to cause cancer.

Our many years of experience have taught

us that prevention is a key factor in maintain-
ing good oral health as well as overall health.
If you are new to the Johnston area and are
looking for a family dentist, DENTAL ARTS
GROUP would like to extend a welcome and
an invitation to visit our office. We know how
difficult it can be to find qualified professionals
without reliable references. However, we feel
that with our approach and our commitment
to excellence, we have something unique to
offer at 1136 Hartford Ave,, Johnston. Call us
at 401-521-3661 for an appointment,

PS. Oral cancer is one of the few known
cancers whose numbers continue to rise,
growing by more than a third in the last de-
cade.

www.dentalartsgroupri.com

Now accerting bookings...again!
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Doreen Collins & Ch
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Where are all the workers®?

Can summer happen if
there aren’t enough workers
to serve lobster rolls, staff life-
guard stations and fill other
jobs? That’s a big concern in
Rhode Island, where tourism
is one of the state’s biggest in-
dustries.

Matt Weldon, director of
the state Department of Labor
and Training, believes that the
General Assembly’s recent
passage of a bill meant to get
more people back to work,
by allowing unemployment
claimants to retain UI benefits,
will do the trick.

“I've been working in the
Assembly in various capaci-
ties for 22 sessions — that's
one of the quickest bills that
I remember passing,” Wel-
don said on Political Round-
table at The Public’s Radio
last week. “And it passed for
a good reason. We think it’s
going to save the Unemploy-
ment Trust Fund money and
it’s going to help people tran-
sition back into the workforce.
You know, changing human
behavior is hard. Making peo-
ple know that it’s safe and it’s
okay to go back to work is a
difficult message to send, but
we're trying to send it every
day.”

Weldon said DLT is moni-
toring the situation, and he
notes how expanded federal
benefits expire in early Sep-
tember — potentially leaving
people in the lurch if they
don’t get back to work. At the
same time, he said, Rhode Is-
land’s 6.3 percent unemploy-
ment rate is in line with the
regional and national aver-
age. “We're in the game right
now — I think we’re going to
stay on the front end of that
curve.”

While some conservatives
blame expanded unemploy-
ment benefits for the reluc-
tance of some Americans to
return to work, The New York
Times” David Leonhardt of-
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fers this perspective: “That so
many are complaining about
the situation is not a sign that
something is wrong with the
American economy. It is a
sign that corporate executives
have grown so accustomed
to a low-wage economy that
many believe anything else is
unnatural.”

Gorbea’s early
announcement

Secretary of State Nellie
Gorbea dropped the pretense
about her gubernatorial am-
bitions by formally declaring
her 2022 run last week. With
avideo release in English and
Spanish, Gorbea became the
first major candidate to an-
nounce her challenge for the
job held by Gov. Dan McKee.

While this reveal came
unusually early in the 22
cycle, it signals that Gorbea is
ramping up her fundraising
and messaging in earnest.
Jumping into the gubernato-
rial pool ahead of Providence
Mayor Jorge Elorza could of-
fer some benefits, since both
will seek campaign contri-
butions from Latino sources
outside Rhode Island. At
the same time, McKee now
has an intra-party foil with
whom to test-drive his cam-
paign messaging.

How to get
Smith Hill’s attention

The aggressive legislative
ground campaign waged
last year by SEIU 1199NE - a
significant factor in how for-
mer House Speaker Nicholas
Mattiello lost his Cranston
state rep seat — did not go un-
noticed on Smith Hill. That
effort helps explain why the
legislature moved quickly
to approve a nursing home
staffing bill and why Gow.
Dan McKee signed it last
week, over the strenuous ob-
jections of the nursing home
industry.

George Floyd’s death,
one year later

One year after the death
of George Floyd, how much
has changed in America? The
issue of race and justice has a
heightened profile, to be sure.
In one example of that, news
organizations like 60 Minutes
and The New York Times
have delved into such over-
looked parts of American his-
tory as the Tulsa massacre of
1921.

At the same time, in Rhode
Island, the outlook for mak-
ing changes to the Law En-
forcement Officers” Bill of
Rights — seen by critics as an
obstacle to appropriate dis-
cipline for wayward officers
— remains uncertain. During
a Statehouse event marking
the anniversary of Floyd's
death, state Sen. Tiara Mack
(D-Providence) said she wor-
ries about losing momen-

tum: “That’s my biggest fear
of this moment. Especially as
the world starts to open up,
and people kind of shake off
the last year of being in isola-
tion — that we lose that sense
of urgency.”

Taking on gun violence

About 100 people gath-
ered at Billy Taylor Park in
Providence’s Mount Hope
neighborhood last week to
talk about next steps after
a recent spike in shootings
in Providence. The meeting
highlighted the work of the
Alternatives to Violence Proj-
ect, which offers programs in
anumber of states.

It also made clear the un-
settled feeling among many
people in Providence. Ward 3
Councilwoman Nirva LaFor-
tune said that as the mother
of two Black children, “I fear
every day. I fear the violence
that's within our commu-
nities. I fear my kid being
stopped because of the color
of his skin. I fear the systemic
racism that exists within our
communities. I live in a con-
stant fear for my children’s
life. It is unfair. It is unfair.”

Later in the week came
news that the Nonviolence
Institute was receiving a
$500,000 donation from
Brown University, the Rhode
Island Foundation, and the
Partnership for Rhode Island.

Related: Pawtucket and
Central Falls announced
new nonviolence programs
meant to help keep young
people safe, and the Nonvio-
lence Institute is boosting its
profilein CE

Got transparency?

My colleague Lynn Ar-
diti was denied access to a
Zoom meeting of the state
Equity Council on April 7.
Shortly before that meeting,
RI Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Womazetta
Jones sent an email notice
to 39 council members in
which she was listed as the
meeting’s organizer. Accord-
ing to an email sent by Lynn
to Attorney General Peter
Neronha, she attempted to
log in to the meeting, but the
host of the meeting would
not let her in. Lynn’s email
continued: “I  contacted
several state communica-
tions officials for help and
received a response from
Governor McKee’s commu-
nications director Andrea
R. Palagi. She denied my
request to listen to the State
Equity Council meeting,
saying in an email that ‘these
meetings have not been
open to the public.” I replied
to Ms. Palagi, asking why
the meeting would not be
open to the public and stated
that preventing a reporter
from listening to the meeting
appears to violate the state
Open Meetings Act.” Lynn
is pursing the complaint.

Whitehouse
& ‘dark money’

Joe Biden’s ascent to the
White House led US. Sen.
Sheldon Whitehouse to end
his long-running series of
speeches on climate change.
But now Whitehouse has a
new bag —and it won’t come
as a surprise.

In a statement, the sena-
tor’s office said his new series

of speeches will expose “the
scheme by right-wing donor
interests to capture the U.S.
Supreme Court and achieve
through the Court’s power
what they cannot through
other branches of govern-
ment. Whitehouse will trace
the decades-long roots of
the scheme, its development
and funding, and its com-
ing to fruition under Donald
Trump with the installation
of a sixjustice right-wing ma-
jority on the Court.”

Of course, Whitehouse
also benefits as an incum-
bent from his ability to raise
millions of dollars. When I
reported on the issue in 2019,
the senator cited dark money
and the threat from his con-
servative opponents as the
reason why he needed to col-
lect so much campaign cash.

Keeping local news alive

My former Phoenix col-
league, Dan Kennedy, a su-
per-smart media critic, offers
this tease for his forthcom-
ing book, with Ellen Clegg,
on the future of local news:
Despite the crisis facing
newspapers and other me-
dia institutions, “innovative,
independent local news or-
ganizations are serving their
communities and providing
them with the news and in-
formation citizens need to
govern themselves in a de-
mocracy. Examples include
nonprofit startups, news co-
ops and even old-fashioned
newspapers that are rein-
venting themselves under lo-
cal leaders who bought them
back from chain owners. We
plan to report on these and
other projects in a book ten-
tatively titled ‘What Works:
The Future of Local News,” to
be published by Beacon Press
in the second half of 2023. We
hope to show that there are
alternatives to the decline of
local news, and that entrepre-
neurial journalists are chart-
ing a path that others may
follow.”

What's in a name?

The name change for
TE Green is a done deal on
Smith Hill and awaiting Gov.
McKee's signature. The mea-
sure was sharply opposed by
Deputy Speaker Charlene
Lima (D-Cranston), who ar-
gued that changing the name
to Rhode Island TE Green
International ~ Airport will
sow confusion and make the
Ocean State a laughingstock
in the aviation community.
Supporters say the bill will
bolster efforts to market
Rhode Island.

Many travelers probably
favor the superior ease of
coming and going from T.F.
Green compared to Boston’s
Logan. Nonetheless, the
Rhode Island Airport Corp.,
said in a news release, “Of
the 376 primary mainland
airports in the country as
defined by the Federal Avi-
ation Administration (FAA)
— airports servicing more
than 10,000 passengers an-
nually — only 32, including
T. F. Green Airport, do not
have the city, region or state
inits name.”

Ian Donnis can be reached at
idonnis@ripr.org. You can follow
him on Twitter @lanDon. For
a longer version of this column,
visit thepublicsradio.org.
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HISTORIC HAPPENING: Among those people who took part in the official ribbon
cutting at the Preserve in Johnston last week are from left: Emanuel Barros, Senior
Vice President and Business Banking Team Leader of Bank RI, Nisha Talwar, Bri-
arcliffe Finance Director/Preserve Executive Director, Mayor Joseph Polisena, Gov.
Daniel J. McKee, CEO/President Akshay Talwar and Braircliffe Marketing Director
Stefany Reed. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

The Preserve at Briarcliffe

now open to new residents

By PETE FONTAINE

Akshay  Talwar had
just finished welcoming
upwards of three dozen
guests to not one but two
ribbon-cutting ceremonies
at The Preserve, a luxurious
66-unit independent sup-
portive and assisted living
facility on the 30-acre Briar-
cliffe Campus in Johnston.

Talwar sat in a beauti-
ful blue easy chair and
announced with a smile:
“NOW, we are open!”

Amid a delegation of
noted officials, including
Rhode Island Gov. Daniel
J. McKee, Johnston Mayor
Joseph Polisena, former
Warwick Mayor Joseph W.
Walsh and William Mur-
phy, Esq., former speaker
of the Rhode Island House
of Representatives, Talwar
unveiled his latest addition
to the 30-acre campus that
visitors emphasized “is im-
pressive in appearance and
in design and looking un-
like any other assisted liv-
ing and independent living
community in the state.”

“When it came to the de-
sign, we wanted our resi-
dents to feel like they were
at a high-end condomin-
ium resort,” Talwar told
his guests. “We thought of
so many different details,
floor to ceiling windows at
the end of every corridor to
bring light in, cozy and in-
viting spaces on every floor
to enjoy a book or conver-
sation and the color scheme
we chose was designed to
make people feel serene
and safe.”

For Talwar, the 50,000
square foot project that
broke ground in the fall
of 2019 and is now open
for new senior citizen resi-
dents, The Preserve at Bri-
arcliffe is a dream come
true that actually began
back in the 1980s.

The project has grown
into a multi-building center
that provides residents the
ability to age-in-place with
a five-star award-winning
skilled nursing and reha-
bilitation facility and two
memory care assisted liv-
ing residences.

McKee, who toured the
entire facility located deep
in the picturesque woods
of Johnston off Old Pocas-
set Road, said he was im-

SUPER STAFF: Jen Burns, Sales Director at The Pre-
serve in Johnston is joined by members of the staff that
provides everything from loving care to nursing needs and
transportation and includes: Shannon lzzi, Deb Petrone-
la, RN, Michelle Ocampo, Jonna Matos, RN/DDS, Helen
Calouri, RN, Beth Comella and Jennifer Rossi.

pressed with The Preserve
prior to helping Talwar cut
the official opening red rib-
bon.

“I am happy for the en-
tire Briarcliffe team — staff
and residents alike — on
their new facility,” McKee
said to start his remarks.
“It is clear that significant
thought and effort went
into this project. This great
development comes at a
time when we are emerg-
ing from the COVID-19
pandemic. The team here
has gone above and be-
yond over the past year
to keep residents safe and
support Rhode Island’s ef-
forts to beat this virus. I am
thrilled to see that the cul-
ture and passion that has
always existed at Briarcliffe
still remains, thanks to the
dedicated staff and friendly
residents.”

As Talwar later told
McKee, Polisena and other
guests: “Many talented
hands and minds came
together to complete this
stunning and state of the
art facility, including D.F.
Pray, DiPrete Engineer-
ing, NEMD Architects and
Bank Rl just to name a few.’

Likewise, the famous
“Team NiRope” — now just
brothers Ron and Pete Car-
di, since the passing of Nick
Cardi - has also played an
important role in furnish-
ing the Briarcliffe Campus
over the years. New resi-

dents have the option to in-
clude styled furniture, care-
fully selected by the design
team, upon move-in.

The Preserve apartments
are available for occupancy
in various styles including
studio and one-bedroom
apartments with private
patios and balconies. Sizes
vary but all units have
kitchenettes with stunning
quartz countertops, beau-
tifully designed drapes,
closets outfitted from The
Container Store and acces-
sible bathrooms.

Perhaps Polisena, who
after being part of the of-
ficial ribbon cutting cer-
emony and presented
Talwar with an Official
Commendation from his
beloved Town of Johnston,
said it best: “The Preserve
is beautiful! I am very im-
pressed with the quality of
the project and very happy
that Akshay Talwar has
once again invested in our
town.”

The Briarcliffe Campus
boasts a 60-year presence
in Rhode Island provid-
ing quality care to seniors.
Now the community pres-
ents The Preserve, bring-
ing a new level of care and
comfort to those looking
for an upscale and opulent
senior community featur-
ing endless activities., high
quality food and the assur-
ance of safety for those in
need.

Photo credit: LM Productions
Are you looking for an athletic girl, someone to run with you or to go hiking? Then Sheena might just be
the girl for you? This stunning one and half year old black Lab mix loves to run, play fetch and once she
feels comfortable with you will be your best friend. Sheena is a bit shy when meeting new people so it
may take a few visits with her to see her true personality. She is available for adoption at EGAPL The
Heart of Rl Animal Rescue League 44 Worthington Road in Cranston. They are now open so please visit
the shelter or www.heartofri.org to fill out an application. You may also call 401-467-3670. Sheena can’t

wait to meet you and show off her beauty and athleticism! .

If you have been looking to adopt or know of an ..
animal in need, please contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1920 @gmail.com

Join host

Karen Kalunian
every Saturday on

WPRO 99.7FM & 630AM
for the

ANIMAL TALK

show!
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Offer ends
June 30

WINDOWS AND
PATIO DOORS'

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

CALL BY JUNE 30
© 888-918-0829

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 6/30/2021. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off when you purchase
four (4) or more windows or patio doors between 3/1/2021 and 6/30/2021. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order.
Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for
GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial
status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen
location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated.

"Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2021 Andersen Corporation. Al rights reserved. RBAI2589

*Using U.S. and imported parts.

Installation
always
included

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

THE FULL-SERVICE
REPLACEMENT DIVISION OF

.............
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SuN RiISE Scooprs

By MERI R. KENNEDY

Time to get back
to networking

As COVID-19 restric-
tions relax, longtime net-
working organizer Pat
Paolino Cruz is ready to
get back to business. The
Rhode Island Networking
“Getting Back To Busi-
ness” event, with limited
tickets, will be held on
June 16 from 5:30 to 7:30
p-m. at Chapel Grille in
Cranston. To preregister,
find the event on event-
brite.com. Online registra-
tion ends at 3 p.m. the day
of the event and tickets
are $10 in advance and
$20 at the door.

Bring plenty of business
cards. This is a great way
for others to get to know
you face-to-face and learn
what you do. No speak-
ers or sales pitches — just
a few valuable hours of
connecting, communi-
cating and collaborating
with real people in a re-
laxed atmosphere. There
will be light appetizers
and a cash bar provided
by Chapel Grille. Parking
is free.

If you would like to
showcase your services
or products with a vendor
table at the event, there
are five tables available.
Vendor tables cost $75 and
must be reserved in ad-
vance through Eventbrite
only. Table registration
comes with one entrance
ticket.

If you would like to do-

nate a basket, product or
gift certificate for event
raffles, contact TPaolino
Cruz at (401) 261-3300.
Businesses that donate
will be included in a
spotlight email following
event to all guests.

Masks are encouraged
if you have not yet been
vaccinated, and all COV-
ID-related state enforced
guidelines will be fol-
lowed.

Garden City SWEAT

Every Saturday, Garden
City Center will present
its new fitness series, Gar-
den City SWEAT. Each
week, they will be bring-
ing you outdoor group
workout classes led by
instructors from local fit-
ness community, includ-
ing CORE Studios and
Haven Fitness. They mix
it up with different styles
and intensities, so there’s
something for yogis, HI-
IT-lovers and everything
in between.

Plus, a lucky participant
in each class will win a
$50 gift card to either lu-
lulemon or Athleta. Spots
are limited. Register and
learn more at gardencity-
center.com/sweat.

Tender Love &
Healing Day

Have you been hurt by
past trauma? Have you
been in a domestic vio-
lence situation or relation-
ship? You're not alone!

The RI Dream Center

Advertise in our

Fn the
Kitchen

This cookbook features
Full Color Glossy Covers
(8"w x 10.5"h):

The Reminder
Coventry,

area businesses.

RhodyBeat.com;
CranstonOnline.com;
JohnstonSunRise.net;

RIReminder.com;

WarwickOnline.com

Space is very limited.

Publication Date: 9/29/21

Community Cookbook

A COLLECTION OF RECIPES
FROM FRIENDS & NEIGHBORS

4,,, tfw \/{itcﬂm

Print Edition Available

for Pick up at:
Beacon Communications

1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick

5 Coventry Shoppers Park,

as well as several participating

e-Edition available at:

Reserve your spot early and
send us your favorite recipe!

Call 732-3100
or 821-2216

Deadline for all Advertising: 9/8/21

RESERVE YOUR SPOT NOW

and Delicately Loved
Women proudly present
Tender Love & Healing
Day, free of charge, on Sat-
urday, June 12, at Praise
Tabernacle Church on
Park Avenue in Cranston.

Attendees will have the
opportunity to pamper
themselves at one of the
free beauty stations, enjoy
a few minutes of relax-
ation in the stretching sta-
tion, listen to music, and
enjoy food and refresh-
ments. Child care will be
provided and lots of fun
planned for children as
well. Each woman and
child will receive a gift
to bring home and there
are lots of giveaways
planned.

For more information,
visit ridreamcenter.com.

Spring Craft &
Vendor Show

The St. Mary’s Feast
Society Ladies’ Auxiliary
will hold a Spring Craft
& Vendor Show on Satur-
day, June 12, from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at the St. Mary’s
Feast Society building on
Phenix Avenue in Crans-
ton.

Vendors are asked to
contact the St. Mary’s
Feast Ladies Auxiliary or
Maria Manzi for more in-
formation. Find the orga-
nization on Facebook.

Friends of the
Mohr Public Library

Friends of the Mohr
Public Library is a non-

Full Page 7.25"wx9.5"h
Back Cover $750

Inside Pages %475

Inside Front Cover %600
Inside Back Cover *600

3.5"wx9.5"h
Half Page *300

7.25"wx4.75’h
Half Page %300

3.5"wx4.75"h
Quarter Page %200

7.25"wx2.375"h
Quarter Page %200

BEACONCOMMUNICATIONS
1944 WARWICK AVENUE, WARWICK, RI 02839
P:401-732-3100 F: 401-732-3110 | RHODYBEAT.COM

profit corporation dedi-
cated to Mohr Library.

Members of the Friends
plan and run book sales
and carry out other fund-
raising activities to allow
Mohr Library to increase
services and programs.

The Friends welcome
new members who are
willing to provide sup-
port through donations,
membership dues, or vol-
unteering their time.

To find out more, con-
tact the library director at
231-4980 (press 7).

Mental health education

Anxiety,  depression,
bipolar disorder, schizo-
phrenia, obsessive com-
pulsive disorder, border-
line personality disorder,
post traumatic stress, sui-
cide — all are topics many
people prefer not to dis-
cuss, so the heartbreak
and stigma continue.

If you have a loved fam-
ily member or a friend
who is struggling with a
mental health issue, then
the Rhode Island chapter
of the National Alliance
on Mental Illness can help.
NAMI-RI (namirhodeis-
land.org) provides free
and virtual education,
support and resources. It
is currently accepting reg-
istrations for its upcoming
Family-to-Family course.

For more information,
call (401) 331-3060 or mail
beth@namirhodeisland.
org.

CCAP Chip for Charity
golf tournament

Save the date — CCAP
has announced plans to
hold its 2021 Chip for
Charity golf tournament
on Wednesday, Sept. 15,
at Harbor Light Golf Club
in Warwick. Sponsorships
and foursomes are avail-
able. For more details,
contact CCAP’s Lee Be-
liveau at (401) 562-8353 or
Ibeliveau@comcap.org.

As a nonprofit com-
munity action program,
CCAP needs to raise
funds to assist families it
serves. A large number
of families CCAP serves
have lost their jobs, suf-
fered an illness, or expe-
rienced a different type
of crisis, usually through
no fault of their own. Last
year, CCAP touched the
lives of more than 40,000
people and provided over
$1.2 million in uncompen-
sated services.

Chip for Charity, pre-
sented by Neighborhood
Health and Mutual of
America, is CCAP’s larg-
est fundraiser during the
year to benefit its pro-
grams and services.

Playgrounds
open in the park

The playgrounds are
now open at the Johnston
Memorial Park. Please
remember that masks are

required to be worn at all
times. Please be advised
that the restrooms remain
closed at this time.

Be Kind RI

Be Kind RI is a new
program that connects
volunteers to their neigh-
bors across Rhode Island
through text alerts to co-
ordinate food deliveries
from grocery stores and
food pantries. To sign up,
go to BeKindRI.org. Vol-
unteers must be 18 or old-
er and undergo our back-
ground check. Be Kind RI
is open to those in Rhode
Island experiencing COV-
ID-19 risk factors, includ-
ing seniors 65 and older,
anyone with underlying
health conditions, those
in quarantine or isola-
tion, anyone experiencing
a lack of childcare, and
those who would other-
wise experience difficulty
in obtaining food. For as-
sistance signing up, call
877-958-8785.

Craft and activity kits

Free craft and activity
kits for children are avail-
able at the arian J. Mohr
Memorial Library brary.
Stop by the library to pick
up one, or e-mail Ms. Meri
meri@mohrlibrary.org or
call 231-4980 to make a
reservation.

Johnston Senior Center
offers services

If you need any help
with heating, housing,
etc., during this cold win-
ter or any other time, con-
tact the Johnston Senior
Center Social Services De-
partment by calling 944-
3343. Madeline or Amy
will be happy to help you.

News from the Mohr
Memorial Library

Mohr Library is current-
ly accessible to the public
during reduced hours but
continues to offer curbside
pickup and other services
during its regular sched-
ule. Services include curb-
side delivery; reference
help by phone, email or
in person; recommenda-
tion lists and one-on-one
help to explore interests
in reading, viewing and
listening; printing from
home or your device; use
of computers and copier;
and a free notary public,
evenings and Saturdays
by appointment.

Johnston Community
Library Book Club

Kids ages 8 to 10 can
meet online, by invitation,
Thursdays at 3 p.m. to
hear readings and discuss
books with library trustee
and volunteer Denese
Carpenter.

Interested in other times
or want to suggest a book
for discussion? Let them

know.

Parents can learn more
about sign-up procedures
by contacting Library
Director Jon Anderson.
Email info@mohrlibrary.
org or call 401-231-4980,
ext. 7.

Teen virtual
programming

The Mohr Library is
currently offering virtual
versions of some of its
teen programs as well as
drop-in chats. They are
all invite-only programs,
so please contact the teen
librarian at marissa@
mohrlibrary.org to reg-
ister or if you have any
questions.

Art Club meets every
Tuesday at 3 p.m. History
Club meets monthly on
the first Wednesday at 3
p-m. Drop-in chat days
differ weekly, so please
ask when registering.

Help make a
house a home

The Furniture Bank of
RI, a nonprofit corpora-
tion, needs bureaus, com-
plete twin or double beds,
kitchen sets, mattresses,
and other household fur-
niture that you no longer
need. To help a less for-
tunate family through
your charitable donation
of good used furniture,
call 831-5511 to arrange
for pick up. All donated
articles must be in good
condition.

Did you
know?

Flag Day is a celebration
of the American flag that
occurs each year on the
anniversary of the flag’s
official adoption, June 14.

What we know fondly
as the “Stars and Stripes”
was adopted by the Con-
tinental Congress as the
official American flag on
June 14, 1777, in the midst
of the Revolutionary War.
Colonial troops fought
under many different
flags with various sym-
bols — rattlesnakes, pine
trees and eagles — and
slogans, such as “Don’t
Tread on Me,” “Liberty or
Death,” and “Conquer or
Die,” to name a few.

The Declaration of In-
dependence made the
adoption of an American
flag necessary. Previously,
each colony or special in-
terest had its own flag.
(Source: June Fun Facts)

SunriseScoops@aol.com.
Photos in jpg format are ac-
cepted and news can include
community events, promo-
tions, academic news and
nonprofit events as well as
virtual events. Email today
and see your news in our
column in the Johnston Sun
Rise. Please include a day-
time telephone number in
case we require any further
information.

Got community news?
Email RoryS@RhodyBeat.com
or call 732-3100, ext. 217
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It’'s Time for Votes
on Gun Safety Bills

PLEASE CALL STATE HOUSE LEADERS AND ASK FOR VOTES ON:

[V] Limiting Magazine Capacity House Bill 5554 ~ Senate Bill 414

[V] Regulating Assault Weapons House Bill 5556 ~ Senate Bill 415

[V] Keeping Guns Out of Schools House Bill 5555 ~ Senate Bill 73

[] Cracking Down on Straw Buyers House Bill 5386 ~ Senate Bill 416

[V] Requiring Safe Firearm Storage House Bill 5553 ~ Senate Bill 406

Speaker of the House
Joe Shekarchi

(401) 222-2466

Governor Dan McKee

(401) 222-2080

CAMPAIGN FOR

Senate President

Dominick Ruggerio

(401) 222-6655

RI Medical Society
RI Academy of Family Physicians

RI Council of Child and Adolescent
Psychiatry

American College of Physicians - RI

Planned Parenthood of Southern
New England

Providence Community Health Center
Family Service of RI

East Bay Community Action Program
Community Care Alliance

RI Coalition Against Gun Violence*
Everytown for Gun Safety*

Moms Demand Action RI*

NAACP Providence*

RI NOW*

RI Coalition Against Domestic
Violence*

The Nonviolence Institute*
League of Women Voters RI*
One Gun Gone*

Guns to Plowshares*

Thoughts Prayers Action*

The Womxn Project

RI Democratic Women'’s Caucus
Cranston Forward

Pawtucket Advocates for Social Justice

@ @cgvpri

PREVENTION

GUN VIOLENCE 'Rl
fl

RI State Council of Churches
Bishops Against Gun Violence
National Council of Jewish Women
Providence Presbyterian Church

United Church of Christ - Southern
New England Conf.

Stop Handgun Violence
#300 Women

Esscence T. Christal Memorial
Foundation

Newtown Action Alliance
States United to Prevent Gun Violence

RI Antiwar Committee

Peace RI

www.ricagv.org
*Founding Partner

Rl Federation of Teacher and
Healthcare Professionals

RI School Superintendents Assoc.
RI Assoc. of School Committees

Members of the Faculty of the
School of Social Work at RIC

Team Enough RI

Sakonnet Peace Alliance
East Bay Citizens for Peace
Peace Flag Project

Bally Humanufactured

City Kitty Veterinary Care
ONE Neighborhood Builders

@ @cgvpri
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NOW ENROLLING

6 Weeks — 12 Years Old

By JENNIFER COATES

Dreamland Learning Center, a creative and cheerful
childcare center in Johnston, is a bright and welcoming place
where learning is fun and where every space is designed to
enrich the growing minds of the many children who come
here. This learning center was opened in 2015 and has
been evolving and expanding ever since to meet the needs
of today’s modern family. Dreamland provides a safe, joyful,
stimulating and nurturing environment where children can
thrive and parents can feel completely confident that their
child is getting the best care possible.

Every space in this center is thoughtfully planned and
designed to be developmentally appropriate and purposeful.
Child-size furniture makes each room look comfortable and
adapted to the needs of pint-sized early learners, while
shelves are filled with toys, and walls are strewn with
art projects. Centers are set up for imaginary play, arts &
crafts, building, science, music and story time. The outside
playgrounds provide the perfect place for youngsters to run
off all that childhood energy. The playgrounds are even
divided for children of different age groups. The after-school
room is replete with long tables for summer study time.

The curriculum and staff-to-child ratio requirements here
meet the strict standards of the state while all staff are
licensed and CPR certified. The staff here work as a team with
one goal in mind and that is to enrich the lives of the children
over whom they have been given this special stewardship.
In fact, the whole facility is Bright Star® rated for excellence.

The team at Dreamland continue to be vigilant in their
efforts to stave off all sicknesses, but most especially Covid
infections. All measures are in place, including the wearing
of masks by the staff and constant sanitization. Access to the

spotlight-BUSINESS

Dreamiand Learning Center

Where play and learning happen all summer long

Summer camps, beginning on June 28th, are filling up now so call Dreamland Learning Center today and get your child’s

name on the list for fun and learning all summer!

classrooms in limited to staff and children only and, while in-
person tours have been temporarily suspended, virtual tours
are offered by appointment. You can be assured that your
child is in a secure, and happy place!

If you are looking for childcare this summer or are just
interested in giving your child a fun place to spend time
with friends, check out the Summer Camps starting soon at
Dreamland Learning Center. Beginning on June 28th, your
child can enjoy hours of play (including lots of wet water
play), outdoor games and of course, lots of learning and
socialization. Enrollment is ongoing and sessions are filling

&@Lmﬂ@ Fingel's
@)’/ Daycare, Inc.
LIVE WEB CAM

Visit your child live from work/home

401-349-0711
83 WATERMAN AVE., JOHNSTON, RI

Easy access from Rt. 6 & Rt. 295
facebook

* Infant/Toddler/Pre-K Programs

« State-of-the-art Security

* In Compliance with CDC & DHS Regulations
« Licensed Daycare * Bright Stars

* GCAP Accepted

email info@littleangelsri.com

www.littleangelsri.com
Get the roof your Always a free estimate.
Never an obligation.

home deserves.

401-499-3891

New WASH * DRY « FOLD
State-of-the-Art | Drop Off Service
Equipment - oty 69¢ per Ih.
Saﬂm ﬂld PliL‘ES.’ Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

Laundry

laza 44 - 39 Putnam Pike ¢ Johnston - 231-7019
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

RHODYPRINTS

PROMOTIONAL PRODCTS

Embroidered Apparel » Screenprinted Apparel ¢ Uniforms
Drinkware * Magnets ¢ Calendars * Pens * Banners
Padfolios ¢ Holiday Cards ¢ Key Rings ¢ Tote Bags

Coolers * Watches * Flash Drives * and much MORE' 3

Contact Bob Giberti
for all your promotional product needs:

401-732-3100 » BobG@rhodybeat.com §&
CREATIVE PRODUCTS ¢ INNOVATIVE IDEAS « PERSONALIZED SERVICE

Get the Word Out About
Your Business!

Be part of the SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS and get the word out
with your ad, a feature story and photo...

All for just f " ades
sq0/week! i

Call today for details,
and people will be
talking about your
business tomorrow!

401-732-3100

(10-week commitment)

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

up so plan ahead for your summer and call today. Call or visit
their website to learn more!

Dreamland Learning Center is now accepting enrollment for
children ages 6 weeks through age 12 years of age. The Center
is located at 1253 Hartford Avenue. For more information,
to discuss your questions or concerns, call 401-280-1400 or
visit their website at www.dreamlandlearningcenter.com.
Normal hours have now resumed to 7:00am to 5:30pm.

Be sure to check out the other Dreamland Learning
Centers in West Warwick (401-828-8200) and Pawtucket
(401-655-1000).

THE PRESERVE AT BRIARCLIFFE

Supportive Independent and Assisted Living

BRIARCLIFFE

CALL 401.944.2450
TO SCHEDULE A
PERSONAL TOUR

Convenient to US Hwy 6 and I-295 in Johnston, RI

54 Old Pocasset Road | briarclifferi.com

1041 Atwood Ave., Johnston * 274-7300
(Between St. Rocco’s & Simmonsville Ave.) ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS
Mjehn D. Dick — Proprietor www.atwoodflorist.com

Self Serenity
Wellhess Spa

MASSAGE THERAPY —

Jessica Accetturo, LMT e Lic. #MT02530

401.465-6800

http://selfserenitywellnessspa.amtamembers.com

Located in Johnston ¢ Gift Certificates Available
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WHAT’S IN STORE: An architectural rendering shows what the gym should look like once work at the site is finished. (Image courtesy of town of Johnston)

m Gym

(Continued from page 1)

“We’re working with dona-
tions and donated work when
possible,” he said. “It’s sort of a
hybrid approach.”

The facility was built in 1950
and dedicated to former Police
Chief Anthony Rainone in June,
1962.

The gym’s builder and first
owner was the Acorn Corp.,
which sold the property to Rai-
none, who eventually donated
it to the town.

Michael F. Sabitoni, 53, a life-
long Johnston resident and busi-
ness manager for the Rhode Is-
land Laborer’s District Council
and also president of the Rhode
Island Building Trades Union,
has been playing ball in the gym
for the past five decades.

“I played there as a kid, and
I till play there as an old man,”
Sabitoni said. “I grew up play-
ing there in that neighborhood.
It’s just a special place, not only
for me, but for hundreds if not
thousands of kids who grew up
playing there.”

Sabitoni still tries to get onto
the Rainone Gym court once a
week, even through construc-
tion at the site. He started play-
ing there as a neighborhood kid,
around the age of 6 or 7 years
old.

“It’s just like something from
your childhood,” he said.

Sabitoni now has three sons,
who have also formed a rela-
tionship with the vintage court.

“It’s just a special place for

people like me, and even a
couple of generations before
me,” Sabitoni said. “Things are
coming together. I think people,
when it’s complete, the facelift
we're giving it, will provide
fond memories for a new gen-
eration.”

Sabitoni used his contacts
in the building trades to find
workers and construction firms
with a shared interest in saving
the facility.

Salvaging the court was a top
priority.

“Gym space is really at a
premium these days,” Sabitoni
said. “I can’t wait to see it com-
plete. Giving back to the town
that I still live in, that I love,
my hometown, that makes me
happy.”

Correia hopes the project will
be finished by the start of next
school year.

“And if not, we at least want
to get it done by winter,” he
said. “Hard to tell if there will
be delays. Construction mate-
rial costs are getting higher and
higher. We're hopeful we can
finish by fall.”

The site has been plagued
by graffiti in recent years. The
town has added LED security
lights and has asked neighbors
to report any suspicious activity
they may witness.

“Please if you see potential
criminal problems there, con-
tact the Johnston Police Depart-
ment,” Correia said.

For now, ongoing construc-
tion will focus on repairing the
gym roof. Work has primarily
moved outside, restructuring

OVERLOOKING

the parking areas into an upper
and lower lot.

New bathrooms will be in-
stalled. A new foyer will be
built.

“We can’t do much inside
until the roof is fixed,” Correia
said. “Our last priority will be
the court itself.”

The town plans to salvage
the hardwood basketball court,
which will be stripped and
sanded.

“We plan to sand down to
bare wood, and replace any
boards or planks, re-stripe it
and refinish it,” Correia said.
“There’s a lot of history and
nostalgia in that old court.”

Former Rainone gym kids,
like Enrico DiGregorio, of Di-
Gregorio Construction, and Jo-
seph Caparco, Regional North-
east Apprentice Coordinator for
Operators Union Local 57, have
played integral roles in the proj-
ect.

Correia said Johnston resi-
dents and local firms have re-
ally pulled together. He credited
James White and Steve Rogers,
of the International Union of
Operating Engineers Local 57,
Chris and Anthony Corsinetti,
of Hartford Paving, JR Vinagro
Corp., Joe Casali Engineering,
architect Richard Cardarelli,
and Steve Rainone, of the La-
borers” Union, among others,
who all contributed “pro bono”
work and “sweat equity” in an
effort to save the gym.

“It's been a steady evolution,”
Correia said. “We're all working
together, all these entities and
the town.”

Johnston Mayor Joseph M.
Polisena credits his son, Town
Council Vice-President Joseph
Polisena Jr., with the initial idea
to renovate the gym, and re-
quest $600,000 in town funds for
the project.

“Obviously the gym has been
around for a long time, and we
have a lot of men who used it
as kids, who have become suc-
cessful businessmen, who are
now donating in-kind services,”
Polisena said. “I think it will en-
sure that the youth in that dis-
trict, as well as the adults, can
recreate.”

Polisena said the project is
vital for the residents of the
town’s Thornton neighborhood.

“At least people down there
will still have a gym,” he said.
“The Rainone Gym has been
there for a while. I think fixing
it up was a great idea from my
son, and it was a smart move.”

The project would have been
very difficult without contribu-
tions from local construction
firms.

“We're very grateful to
those people in the construc-
tion industry who have basi-
cally donated their time and
their resources,” Polisena said.
“They’ve helped us get to our
goal quicker, and made it less of
a burden on our taxpayers.”

Nearby facilities are vital for
the town’s youth, according to
both the mayor and his son.

“I played there when I was
young,” Polisena Jr. said. “That
gym has been in rough shape
for a while. It needed to be up-
dated.”

NABBAGANSET’I‘ BAY

While a new recreational fa-
cility and courts at Johnstor
War Memorial Park provide
play opportunities for some re-
gions of Johnston, the Rainone
Gym caters to residents living
near the town’s southern border
with Cranston.

“It’s really important because
we have the rec center oper
and Johnston Memorial Park
but those are both toward the
northern and central sides of
town,” Polisena Jr. said. “(Rain-
one Gym) is important for kids
who should be able to hop or
their bikes and get to a gym or
the southern side of the town.”

The facility will feature ¢
newly paved outdoor basket:
ball court, in addition to the in-
door amenities.

“We're not just renovating the
inside, but there will also be &
court and some hoops outside
of the gym,” Polisena Jr. said
“It’s important for kids on that
side of town to have an optior
to play as well.”

The project would have beer
difficult, if not impossible, with-
out help from generous patrons
who all trace their formative
years back to the squeaky olc
court inside Rainone Gym.

“We wouldn’t be able to dc
this without them,” Polisene
Jr. said. “It’s as much for themr
as it is for the town. A lot o
them played there when they
were children. Now it comes
full circle. They played there
when they were younger anc
now they’ve dedicated time anc
materials so kids can play there
again.”

EXPRESS ONLINE ORDERING FOR TAKE-OUT NOW AVAILABLE AT IGG

I N N N N S B B BN S -
| IGGY*8 BOARDWALK | G Y/)
' Appetizer and | e
N Available
! ppetizer and T ADoTEToy s ClChe der House
| Mo 0 D hb | www.iggysri.com
N Dt | Ini Voughnoy,| = mrs ALWAYS SUMMER AT IGEY’S?
! Baskef 1| {2Fish & Chips, " Doughboys,
Warwick’s Waterfront Dining Experience as e 12 Fish & Chips, y , !
 flo]w] » RRE o Vith Putchase of 2 Eatées | 32 Salads or o IFREE
: Valid ONLY 3t “Valid Monday-Friday. Not valid ad lygy's Chowder House. Not valid on 12 Cups of Chowder t
885 Oakland Beach Ave. I holidays. Not valid on Take-Out Orders. Not valid with Online, GrubHub 1 May not be combined with any other offer. With coupon ony, Not valid at Boardwal. May not be combined with any other offer. With coupon oy, Not vli at Boardwalk. '
Warwiclk e B s oint Ao (o SN Mk ks A D D e B UL B Lo n st S v b b s Dt s ek R
I the lesser valueodﬁappelizer wwl\1 hez'F;e Must show coupon to server open Daily at 11 :oo AM - 889 oakland BeaCh Ave. © 737'9459
737-2895 R w et _weg | Visit our Narragansett location * 1151 Point Judith Rd. « 783-5608

SRI.COM ¢ IGGY'S IS ALSO AVAILABLE ON DOORDASH AND GRUBHUB
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PUT INTO PLACE: Workers from JR Vinagro Corp., a
Johnston construction company, used a crane to lower
a prefabricated footbridge in place along Johnston War
Memorial Park’s walking path. The bridge work may be
completed as early as Friday. (Photo courtesy Mayor

Joseph M. Polisena)

Foothridge lowered
into place along
walking path

By RORY SCHULER

On Wednesday morn-
ing, a crew from Johnston
based JR Vinagro Corp.
lowered a new footbridge
into place at Johnston War
Memorial Park

According to John-
ston Mayor Joseph M.
Polisena, the path and a
westbound lane of Route
6 were closed to accom-
modate installation of the
new footbridge.

Polisena said he expects
the work will take about
two days to complete,
pending weather.

Work may be done at
the site as early as Friday.

Polisena said the com-
pany has saved John-
ston taxpayers around
$100,000.

JR Vinagro Corp., a
Johnston construction
company, volunteered to
help rebuild the small, but
key footbridge, along the
Fitness Walk path around
the pond at Memorial
Park, near Hartford Av-

enue (Route 6).

The bridge is about 26-
feet long and just 6-feet
wide, but bids on the proj-
ect came in much higher
than expected.

Polisena said family
owned and operated JR
Vinagro Corp. stepped
up to help the town out,
offering workers and ma-
terials, covering the entire
project, and constructing
the bridge out of recycled
materials.

Metal support beams
will be painted with a spe-
cial paint to protect them
from the elements in the
future.

JR Vinagro is one of
the largest independently
owned and operated de-
molition, recycling and
crushing companies in
New England, according
to its website.

Polisena  asked the
park’s many walkers to
please be patient with the
path closure. He said the
new bridge will be worth
the wait.

m Fire

(Continued from page 1)

Many firefighters in
town sought additional
schooling, and took train-
ing classes, earning certifi-
cations qualifying them to
conduct virus screening.

“My firefighters went
to school or took classes
to become Covid testers,”
Polisena said. “We tested
not only employees, but
any public member who
needed a test, we sent

them down there.”

Polisena promised the
acquisition “will be ad-
vantageous to the taxpay-
er.”
Though he hopes the
building’s time as a Cov-
id-testing site has passed.

“Quite frankly, Covid
was very devastating to
this community,” Polisena
said. “I hope we never
need to use it again for
Covid testing, but at least
we have it.”

The resolution passed
on a 5-0 vote.

Got something to sell???
Advertise in the

Classifieds
Gall 732-3100 today!

m Flags

(Continued from page 1)

Members of Troop 20 — Boy Scouts
and Cub Scouts and their leaders —
wore their traditional uniforms while
their parents were decked out in a
variety of colorful foul weather garb
and protected their respective super
scouts with, as several might moms
noted: “extra wide umbrellas.”

But perhaps Joseph Swift, Presi-
dent of Highland Memorial Park
Cemetery, as well as Johnston’s age-
less Lions Club, perfectly described
the annual Rite of May, which was
held last Saturday morning.

“If we all had the same com-
passion and pride as these young
people, what a wonderful country
we could have,” Swift began, while
shielding the morning rain and cold.
“Think about this please; on a rainy,
windy and cold day the Johnston
Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts placed
1,584 flags on the graves of veterans
here at Highland Memorial Park
Cemetery. I am sure those veterans
are now saying: ‘Scouts — THANK
YOU for you service.””

Slinko and Marc DaPonte, who
serves as Cub Master for Troop
20, echoed similar statements, as
did Boy Scout Master Robert Sim-
mons and Cub Scout Chairman Sue
Deaths.

“We're all proud of our scouts,”
said DaPonte, who shared the brief
speaking program with Slinko, held
at the flag-flying entry circle at the
spacious cemetery and featured two
groups of scouts reciting their oaths,
scout’s law and the Pledge of Alle-
giance to the American Flag.

The moving ceremony, as Slinko
said later, “was highlighted by the
playing of TAPS by Tucker Condon
of Boy Scout Troop 20.”

After which, with the rain refus-
ing to let up, small groups of scouts
and their proud parents made their
way around the cemetery and
placed small American flags at the

OFFICIAL OATH: Members of Johnston Boy Scout Troop 20 stand at

attention in the rain while reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to the Ameri-
can flag during Saturday’s ceremony in Johnston. (Sun Rise photos by

Pete Fontaine)

SUPER SCOUTS: Neither Saturd

ay's rain o

45 S BB

n the

cold could dampe

spirits of Troop 20 Cub and Boy Scouts who continues their storied Me-
morial Day tradition by placing 1,584 American flags on the graves of vet-
erans who are buried at Highland Memorial Park Cemetery in Johnston.

gravesites of all veterans — and in
some cases their late wives — whose
final resting place is Highland Me-
morial Park.

But placing the American flags at
graves like that of U.S. Marine Ernest
Mongony and his wife Myra is just

half of what the Troop 20 Cub and
Boy Scouts have on their schedules.

“We'll be right back there later
this week,” said Slinko. “We'll bring
rakes, shovels ... other equipment
and we're going to begin cleaning
up the graves of veterans.”

MEMORY
LIVES ON:
Flags placed
by scouts
flutter in the
wind at each
veterans'
grave in
Highland
Memorial
Park Cem-
etery. (Sun
Rise photo
by Rory
Schuler)

LEGAL NoTICES

Public Auction
Legal Notice

Form of notice under RI General
Laws 39-12.1 to 12.1-15

To: T and R Landscaping LLC,33
Stowe Rd Millbury, MA 01527. A
public auction will be held at 775
Hartfoed Ave Johnston, Rl on June
12,2021 at 9:00 AM. The vehicle a
2020 Cove 53FBE1623LF059652
belonging to the above. The auction
being held to satisfy towing and stor-
age fees.

6/4/21

PLANNING BOARD MEETING
Tuesday June 8th, 2021;
6:00 P.M.

VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE

Via Computer:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84085499574

Passcode: 039278

iPhone one-tap:
+13017158592,,84085499574#,,,,*
039278#

Via Telephone:

+1301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799
or 877 853 5247 (Toll Free) or

888 788 0099 (Toll Free)

Meeting ID: 840 8549 9574
Passcode: 039278

NOTE: Please check out the
“ACCESS INSTRUCTIONS for
emeetings held via Zoom” on
the Town’s web page under
Meetings & Events. https://www.
townofjohnstonri.com/

Item 1 - Scheduled for 6:00 PM
PB 21-20 - Watson/PWSB Subdivi-
sion - 38 Pine Hill Road - Prelimi-
nary Plan of a 2-lot Minor Subdivi-
sion - AP 45 Lot 515 - Zoned R-40
- Applicant: Ernest Watson and
Fernanda M Goncalves - Engi-
neer: Garofalo & Associates

A public meeting on the proposed 2
lot Minor Subdivision. The applicant

is seeking the merger of the Prelimi-
nary and Final Plan stages.

Item 2 - Scheduled for 6:30 PM
PB 21-13 - Altus Power America
Solar Relocation - Preliminary
Plan and Public Hearing for the
relocation of an existing solar
field - Located easterly of Reser-
voir Avenue - AP 43 Lot 256 and
AP 54 Lot 59, 60 and 75 - Zoned
R-40 and B-3 - Applicant: Hartford
Solar Holdings, LLC - Engineer:
DiPrete Engineering

A public hearing on a Preliminary
Plan application by Altus Power
America to relocate an existing solar
field approximately 1000 feet south-
westerly of its existing location.

Item 3 - Scheduled for 7:00 PM

PB 21-03 - Proposed Retail Distri-
bution Facility - Preliminary Plan
and Public Hearing of a Major
Land Development with Unified
Development Review - Located at
2120 Hartford Avenue AP 54 Lots
39, 40, 42, 54, 61, 75, 89, 90 and
93 - Zoned B-3 - Applicant: Blue-

water Property Group - Engineer:
DiPrete Engineering.

A public hearing on the Major Land
Development and Unified Develop-
ment Review application to develop
a six-story retail distribution facil-
ity with a ground floor area of ap-
proximately 823,522 square feet,
and a total area of approximately
3,864,972 square feet. The appli-
cant is seeking approval of the major
land development Preliminary Plan
and the granting of and reaffirma-
tion of dimensional variances from
certain provisions of the Zoning
Ordinance pursuant to Unified De-
velopment Review. The applicant is
also requesting waivers from certain
requirements of the Land Develop-
ment & Subdivision Review Regula-
tions and is requesting that the Final
Review be delegated to staff.

NOTE - The Full Plan set is available
for review in the Planning Office 100
Irons Avenue Monday through Fri-
day, 8AM to noon and 1PM to 3PM.

5/21, 5/27, 6/4/21
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Opinion

EDITORIAL

Making good
on the Promise

‘By officially signing into law the permanent

continuation of the Rhode Island Promise

scholarship program that former Gov. Gina
Raimondo began back in 2017, lawmakers and cur-
rent Gov. Dan McKee have done right by the young
students of Rhode Island in helping to ensure the op-
portunity to begin their higher education careers at the
Community College of Rhode Island if they so choose
— which is a benefit to the state as a whole.

We are happy that the reactionary unease from the
public that accompanied this program back when it
was first announced did not ultimately spell its de-
mise. It is only appropriate that a program offering
itself as a “promise” would not have a three-year shelf
life of eligibility.

Invoking the word “promise” for this program is
especially appropriate. At a budgetary cost of around
$7 million, the Promise scholarship is a sound invest-
ment in the future workforce of Rhode Island — an in-
vestment in the
“promise” that
these bright in-
dividuals show,
which will ulti-
mately lead to
exponentially
realized economic benefits down the road due to hav-
ing a more educated, more highly trained and more
readily prepared generation of young adults living
and working in Rhode Island.

According to CCRI, 70 percent of jobs created in
Rhode Island by 2025 will require at least some ver-
sion of a college degree. It has long been established
by empirical studies and media research pieces from
outlets much larger than this newspaper that the times
of being able to easily obtain a high-paying job directly
out of high school are over — at least for the vast ma-
jority of people. More and more, younger generations
face a higher bar of entry into the kinds of careers that
enable home ownership, the starting of a family and
the kind of meaningful participation in the market that
fuels our capitalist economy.

So, in our view, granting the opportunity for high
school graduates to hit the ground running at CCRI
— earning an associates degree or certificate in a field
that they are passionate about, without racking up any
debt — not only sets them up well for success in their
burgeoning professional lives, it enables them to tran-
sition seamlessly into finishing their final two years at
another of our state universities if they so choose. And
although it is true there is no requirement to stay in-
state following graduation from CCRI, many students
have already done so, and we believe many more will
— as it is easily the most cost-efficient and practical
means for them to achieve a bachelor’s degree.

Most importantly, data from CCRI shows that the
Promise program is working. They have seen the
number of straight out of high school enrollees double
in three years —and a more than 2.5 times jump for stu-
dents of color coming out of high school. The require-
ment that Promise students maintain a 2.5 GPA and
stay on track to graduate has certainly been a factor
in the university tripling its two-year graduation rate
(from 6 percent to 18 percent) and doubling its three-
year graduation rate (15 percent to 30 percent). Again,
those numbers are reflected at similar or even higher
rates for students of color.

Ensuring that Rhode Island has a stable, sizable and
highly educated workforce is essential to competing
with regional neighbors for the kinds of economically
essential industries that have reshaped the landscapes
of places like Boston — such as biotechnical research,
computer networking and security companies and
more traditional white-collar investing, banking and
marketing firms.

With all of this considered, we believe the argument
could be made —as Raimondo originally intended — for
the scope of the promise to be larger, so as to enable
more students to access higher education at Rhode Is-
land College and the University of Rhode Island. We
lament that she got such a lukewarm response to her
efforts to expand the Promise program to RIC in 2019.
Hopefully that discussion can begin again.

Investing in the education of your younger genera-
tions is a wise investment, whereas failing to do so can
have perilous consequences for many generations to
come.

+ WHERE TO WRITE:
1944 Warwick Avenue
Warwick, Rl 02889
RoryS@RhodyBeat.com

FRANKIE
GOES TO
HOLLYWODOD

Judge Caprio
picks up a
Daytime Emmy
Nomination
for his TV Show
CAUGHT IN PROVIDENCE

LETTER

New GOP committee has much work ahead

To the Editor:

Good news for Johnston
taxpayers, we now have
a new Republican Town
Committee. As a true Con-
servative Republican I will
encourage the committee to
reach out to every resident to
inform them how our taxes
are being squandered /wast-
ed/misspent.

How can it be new busi-
nesses continue to come to
town, including new hous-
ing developments, but our
taxes never come down?
How can it be in 2013 the
budget was $90.7 million
and last year it was $113.7
million, a $23 million in-
crease injust 7 years?

The truth is the revenues
are going to meet the unsus-
tainable inflationary pen-
sion obligations and endless
inflationary benefits of our
town workers that never
should have been. When
residents realize the endless
provisions in the contracts
they will only have to blame
the democratic machine
that has been in charge for
decades as the party and
the unions are one in the
same. Yes, we all have fam-
ily, friends and neighbors in
civil service but the truth is
the more cost effectively we
provide our services the bet-
ter off “all the people” will
be.

Some alternatives that
would reduce our taxes sub-
stantially would be regional-
izing our services, especially
regarding fire and police, in
which the combined over-
time for minimum staffing
is in the hundreds of thou-
sands annually. We could
also develop a voluntary
paid certified standby sys-
tem that would produce ad-
ditional savings. We should
also consider privatization
where applicable. As for
wages, it's the outrageous
benefits and pension obliga-
tions that need to be reduced
substantially perhaps via fil-
ing bankruptcy.

If we were to only provide
benefits that reflect 90 per-

cent of the non-union work-
force the savings would be
in the millions annually.

Here are just some of
the provisions across the
contracts that need to be
reduced substantially or
eliminated: longevity bo-
nuses, anniversary bonuses
and police receiving $500 for
every firearm issued to them
if they score an 80 percent
at the firing range. Some
Longevity Bonuses are over
$9,000.

Severance Packages
include up to 64 unused
vacation days, 180 un-
used sick days and up to
6 unused personal days.
As for the 20 sick days
and 3 personal days, they
should be combined to one
week in which employees
should contribute to tem-
porary disability Insur-
ance. Of the 20 sick days,
if an employee uses less
than 10 they receive a one
day bonus, and if they use
less than 6 they get a 3 day
bonus. We also provide up
to 15 holidays that include
paid birthdays.

Pensions that we contrib-
ute up to 12 percent are cal-
culated based on what was
averaged over their three
highest earning years. As for
fire and police, the average
pension is $5200 a month
after only 20 years, in which
we now have more retirees
than present employees.

We also provide a
$250,000 accidental death
policy in addition to life in-
surance policies that range
from $35,000 to $75,000 that
they keep upon retirement.
Another provision is if they
work 15 minutes overtime
we must pay them a full
hour at time and one half.

As for education, the
cost per Johnston pupil is
approximately $20,000, in
which private education
and especially religious
education are thousands
less and more effective. Re-
alizing the incredible liberal
nonsense going on in public
education, via sex educa-

tion, outrageous social en-
gineering and the contin-
ued dummying down of
academics, school choice/
vouchers could save addi-
tional millions annually.

If our town was to devel-
op a database that would
breakdown the budgets
for each department high-
lighting the cost of the end-
less provisions in which
residents could type in any
questions, like what’s the
cost to provide healthcare
for retirees, how much are
the healthcare plans, how
many sick days were paid
out and view the severance
packages and pensions etc.,
taxpayers would be out-
raged as we don’t even tele-
vise the committee meet-
ings.

The provisions I outlined
are just a sampling of where
millions are going annually.
Our municipalities must
demand autonomy in how
they provide their services
including school choice.
Conservative  leadership,
which you will not find in

the Democratic Party, would
be a blessing to all Rhode Is-
landers.

In closing, the new Re-
publican Town Committee
has their work cut out for
them. Going directly door
to door and emphasizing
the benefits of the above will
we hopefully wake up the
sleeping giant of voter apa-
thy, which is approximately
40 percent in our state.

The wheels of ever in-
creasing taxation were put
in place decades ago via the
Democratic Party that now
enslaves every taxpayer,
especially those on limited
incomes, as our children
and future generations will
be nothing more than cash
cows. Life-long well inten-
tioned Democrats need to
realize the party has been
taken over by extremists that
seek to undermine people of
faith, moral absolutes, com-
monsense, free enterprise
including free speech, etc.

Peter A. Filippi III
Johnston
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Sports

Cranston Stadium to host CES boxing event

By ALEX SPONSELLER as a few of the featured
fighters and other local
After putting boxing boxing figures.

The card will be head-
lined by Worcester’s Irwin
Gonzalez Jr, who most
recently competed on the
Mike Tyson-Roy Jones Jr.
card back in November.

The event will also mark
the return of four-time
champion Jaime “Hurri-
cane” Clampitt, who will
be stepping back in the
ring after an eight-year re-
tirement. Cranston fighter
Gary Balletto III, the son of
legend Gary “Tiger” Bal-

on hold for over a year
due to the ongoing CO-
VID-19 pandemic, Rhode
Islanders will finally have
a chance to attend a live
event on Saturday, June 19
at Cranston Stadium when
Classic Sports and Enter-
tainment hosts the state’s
first outdoor match in 60
years.

The news broke on Fri-
day afternoon when CES
hosted a press conference
at the stadium which in-
cluded President and CEO
Jimmy Burchfield, as well

CES- PAGE 21

BIG
NEWS:
CES
President
Jimmy
Burchfield
(center)
address-
es the
crowd.
(Photos
by Alex
Spon-
seller)

Panthers seeking first win

The Johnston girls lacrosse team is back in action. The Panthers sit at 0-8 and will have three more chances to
secure a win this season. Pictured is Johnston's Brooke Marcotte looking to pass against Rocky Hill in a game last
week. For more photos, check out page 20. (Photos by Mike Zawistoski)

Returning to the
squared circle

Last Friday, Classic
Entertainment & Sports
Fights announced an up-
coming professional and
amateur boxing event
that will be taking place
at Cranston Stadium on
Saturday, June 19th. It
will be the first outdoor
boxing event in Rhode
Island in 60 years and
features a card filled with
local talent.

As one might expect,
the primary reason why
this event was scheduled
outdoors was due to the
ongoing pandemic. CES
could have hosted an in-
door card, but the state is
still urging sports orga-
nizations to remain out-
doors if possible.

After a few months
of kicking some ideas
around and figuring out
the logistics, CES Presi-
dent Jimmy Burchfield,
along with Cranston
Mayor Ken Hopkins and
a few other notable fig-
ures in RI boxing, were
able to put it together.

What an exciting con-
cept.

First off, the spectacle
will be something to see.
Outdoor boxing cards are
always a blast to watch,
but to see one in our own
backyard at a stadium
so beloved in the city?
Should be a sight to see.

I don’t understand
why there isn’t a greater
push to have more out-
door boxing events. The
only thing I can come up
with is the obvious one in
the weather. However, is
it really that difficult to
put a canopy of some sort
over the ring if the worst
case plays out?

That is far from ide-
al, but my point is that
outdoor boxing should
definitely be embraced
more than it already has.
The weather is a risk for
sure, but isn’t that the
case with pretty much

My pitch

by
ALEX

SPONSELLER
SporTs Epimor

ALEXS@
22 RHODYBEAT.COM

any other outdoor sport?
Even the NFL will call de-
lays if there is lightning
or extreme weather.

Also, this is a special
event because it feels al-
most like a kick off for
summer. It is projecting
to hold anywhere from
4,000-5,000 spectators,
so it will be a fun way
of bringing the state to-
gether to have some fun
while also taking one
step closer to normalcy.
We’re in the home stretch
of the pandemic, so this
will be a great way to
celebrate the progress we
have made.

In terms of the card it-
self, there are a couple of
storylines to watch out
for.

Perhaps the biggest
is the return of Jaime
“Hurricane”  Clampitt,
who is coming off of an
eight-year retirement at
44 years old. We all know
what promoters” jobs are,
but if the buzz around
her is indeed true, we
may be seeing a great lo-
cal comeback story.

After enjoying a career
as one of the country’s top
female boxers, Clampitt
hung up the gloves, fo-
cused on her family, and
began to work at On the
Ropes Boxing in Warwick
as a trainer and business
partner.

PITCH- PAGE 19
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Fish stock reports, climate impacts
and need for more NOAA funding

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

The National Oceanic & Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) released their
Annual Report to Congress on the status
of U.S. Fisheries and their 2019 Fisheries
of the United States Report. You might
say its NOAA’s annual report card.

More than 40 years of managing our
nation’s fisheries under the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Man-
agement Act (MSA) has positioned our
nation (and NOAA Fisheries) as a global
leader in sustainable fisheries manage-
ment.

Success of our fisheries is due to the
strong conservation measures in our Fed-
eral fishing law (the MSA) such as harvest
quotas, size limits, rebuilding time lines,
fishery accountability measures, and oth-
er management measures.

Today, climate change impacts such as
warming water and the fish stock move-
ment it has created, ocean acidification,
and habitat degradation are adding a
big layer of complexity to the mix. More
frequent fish surveys, stock assessments
and new and better research methods are
needed to identify what is happening to
fish stocks. Have fish stock moved? Are
they depleted, overfished or is overfish-
ing occurring?

Enhanced funding of NOAA is needed
because of climate impacts to help deter-
mine the changing status of fish stocks.

In a press advisory NOAA said, “More
than 90 percent of stocks are not subject to
overfishing and 80 percent not overfished;
the number of stocks on the overfish-
ing list and the overfished list increased
slightly, with 26 stocks on the overfishing
list and 49 stocks on the overfished list;
and the status of six previously unknown
stocks was determined through new first-
time stock assessments.”

For links to the 2020 Status of Stocks
Report and the 2019 Fisheries of the US
Report visit www.fisheries.noaa.gov /fea-
ture-story /noaa-fisheries-releases-key-
reports-status-stocks-2020-and-fisheries-
united-states.

DEM to host youth, adult
and family programs

Department of Environmental Manage-
ment’s (DEM) Division of Fish and Wild-
life will host a variety of programs this
summer from fishing days, quahoging
and archery lessons to hunter education
and virtual wildlife conservation pro-
grams.

DEM'’s Fish and Wildlife outreach team
has crafted a menu of summer programs
for both aspiring and avid outdoor en-
thusiasts and their families. Most of the
programs offered this summer are free of
charge and family friendly.

For a complete list of up to date pro-
grams visit http:/ /www.dem.ri.gov/
programs/ fish-wildlife/.

Catch & release tips

90 percent of striped bass are caught
and released by anglers and 65 percent of
bluefish. It’s important to employ good
catch and release practices to reduce the
mortality rate of fish released. To release
striped bass and bluefish unharmed (as
well as other species) consider the below
catch & release techniques.

- Use circle hooks, they successfully
hook striped bass in the mouth (not the
gut) 95 percent of the time without hurt-
ing the fish, circle hooks are required in
Rhode Island and Massachusetts when
fishing with bait for striped bass.

- Land fish quickly to minimize stress.

- Avoid putting fish on deck, rocks or
beach and letting it flop around, keep it
in the water as much as possible when re-
moving hook.

- Wet your hand before handling the
fish, dry hands remove the fish’s protec-
tive slime layer and leave it open to infec-
tion,

- Handle fish carefully. Do not use ex-
cessive force when grasping the fish. Do
not put fingers into gill cavities or eye
sockets.

- Gently remove the hook to minimize
damage.

- Use lures with single hook, barbless
hooks (snap them off treble hooks), or
circle hooks (as noted above).

- Return fish to water quickly. Place

fish gently in water in upright horizontal
position. Move it back and forth in the
water to force water across its gills. Once
the fish revives, allow it to swim away.

Where’s the bite?

Striped bass/bluefish. Elisa Cahill of
Snug Harbor Marina, South Kingstown
said, “The striped bass bite at the Block
Island North Rip and the South side of the
Island has been good. Both jigging and
trolling tube & worm seem to be work-
ing for anglers. And, in the coves and
estuaries we have worm hatches occur-
ring all over the place with some keepers
being caught there too.” “We had about
30 boats fishing the upper Providence
River Saturday morning. Most were
snagging poggies and putting them back
down. Shore anglers were using clams
and worms with success. One customer
caught a 42-inch striped bass from shore
at Kettle Point this weekend. And, we
now have some good size bluefish be-
ing caught in the River too,” said John
Littlefield of Archie’s Bait & Tackle, Riv-
erside. Dave Henault of Ocean State
Tackle, Providence, said, “Billy Silvia,
a commercial fisherman from Bristol,
RI caught a 56-pound striped bass last
Thursday when fishing the East Passage
with chucks. Keeper size fish in the 28 to
less than 35 inches slot and larger fish are
being caught from Bristol all the way up
the Providence River.”

m Pitch

(Continued from page 18)

She’s ready to step back in the
squared circle and put on a show.
Let’s see if age really is just a
number.

The next story to watch is Gary
“Batman” Balletto III.

Balletto III, the son of local
boxing legend Gary “Tiger” Bal-
letto, will be making his second
pro appearance after winning by
knockout back in 2019. Balletto
III has spent the majority of his
career practicing mixed martial
arts but is set to represent his
hometown at a stadium that he

CREATE THE BATHROOM OF YOUR DREAMS
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your dealer for details. ©2021 BCI Acrylic Inc.

is very familiar with.

Long bloodlines are common
in boxing and combat sports.
Balletto III, 26, has shown some
talent and skill in both MMA and
boxing and will look to continue
the momentum that he has built.

There is nothing like a father-
son team in sports, it's always
such an easy story to root for.
A big win here could mean big
stakes for the future for Balletto
111

The third storyline that in-
trigues me is the main event
which features Worcester’s Irwin
Gonzalez Jr.

Gonzalez Jr. was the WBC
Youth World Featherweight

FOR

champion and most recently
fought on the same card as Mike
Tyson and Roy Jones Jr. back in
November. As a Worcester na-
tive, I have heard a little about
him, especially since he fought
under Tyson, so it will be inter-
esting to see his next bout.

Gonzalez lost back in Novem-
ber but is still considered a bright
young prospect in his division.
This event could be a make or
break fight for him moving for-
ward.

What I love most about this
card is how committed it was to
shining a light on this region’s
talent. New England has some
great boxing that tends to be

North America

¢ Lifetime Warranty
¢ Made in the U.S.A.
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overlooked ... it always seems
like fighters from around here
don’t start to get their shine un-
til they have logged significant
competition time.

This card will be a great show-
case of what the region has to of-
fer and the outdoor element will
certainly catch some eyes. It will
also be aired on UFC Fight Pass,
which is just another great plat-
form to promote it.

It doesn’t matter if you are
from RI or not, there is enough
talent and curiosity with this
event to deliver. My hope is that
weather is not an issue, the fight-
ers stay healthy to compete, and
we see a great show and have a

fun night.

This event’s impact on the
local sports community is far
greater than the norm.

It will be led by locals, star lo-
cals, and bring the community
together. It has been over a year
since the state has seen any live
boxing, what a way for it to re-
turn.

Considering the limited seat-
ing, I would urge fans to pur-
chase tickets as soon as possible.
Once again, we all know what a
promoters’ job is, but Burchfield
claimed to have been receiving
calls for tickets prior to the show
even being finalized.

Let’s get ready to rumble.
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RETURNING CHAMP: Four-time champion Jaime “Hurricane” Clampitt, who will be
coming out of retirement to compete as the card’s co-headliner.

m CES

(Continued from page 18)

letto, will also be making his second
professional appearance after compet-
ing primarily in mixed martial arts.

“I have been doing this for a long
time, and I have never been more ex-
cited for an event than this one here,”
said Burchfield. “The new word in cor-
porate America is ‘reimagining.” That’s
what we're doing. (The fans) are drool-
ing. People are waiting for ticket orders
all over, people that we have never even
heard of. For the state of Rhode Island,
all of New England, the Northeast, it’s
beautiful. I'm getting chills just talking
about it.”

Although discussions regarding box-
ing’s return and a potential event in
Cranston have been in the works for a
few months, things came together at the
last minute. The card was not finalized
until late Thursday evening as CES was
awaiting to receive the required permits
from the city. Cranston Mayor Ken Hop-
kins was also in attendance and was key
in overcoming the last few hurdles in
the process.

“This all happened so fast. We're do-
ing everything to get this event to hap-
pen. I just can’t believe that this is hap-
pening here in Cranston,” said “Tiger”
Balletto, who worked alongside Burch-
field in vouching for Cranston as a host
city.

Balletto III is excited to compete at
Cranston Stadium, a place he is quite
familiar with thanks to years of partici-
pating in organized sports in the city.

“It’s going to be awesome, I played
on this field many times. Just to have

something like this in our hometown
is pretty spectacular. How could I not
(take part),” said Balletto III.

Clampitt was one of the top fighters in
women’s boxing during her career, fin-
ishing with a record of 22-5-1 with vic-
tories over Mia St. John and Jane Couch.
Upon retiring eight years ago, Clampitt
took time to focus on her family and has
been working at On the Ropes in War-
wick, where she also serves as a trainer.

Clampitt is looking forward to return-
ing and looks to make a statement as a
44 year old.

“I'm excited, I think I'm just at a dif-
ferent stage in my life. I'm obviously
training differently, but I feel that age is
just a number. I've been in the gym con-
sistently for a long time so I am ready
to get back in there. Female boxing has
changed and I really want to be part of
the sport again,” said Clampitt. “I'm
excited to be here, this is a beautiful
venue. I just think that it is good for the
state. It's good for the fighters, they've
been sitting and waiting for this for a re-
ally long time.”

Gonzalez Jr. will be serving the main
event and is the WBC Youth World
Featherweight champion. Clampitt will
be the co-headliner.

Filling out the rest of the card will be
Balletto III, as well as Providence na-
tives Michael Valentin, Victor Reynoso
and Pawtucket’s Ricky Delossantos.
There will also be an amateur card tak-
ing place prior to the main lineup. The
event will be streamed on UFC Fight
Pass.

For more information, visit CES-
Fights.com or follow CES on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram.
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK:

Which town is home to the oldest

schoolhouse in Rhode Island?
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Find the answer
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Smonts\in the

As Rl reopens, summer schedule hoasts
b “wide range of events, activities

N By DANIEL KITTREDGE

hode Islanders have never been so ready for summer.

More than a year after the pandemic shutdown, a return to “normal” life has largely, finally, arrived. Most
COVID-related business and social restrictions have been lifted, and roughly two-thirds of Ocean State residents
were at least partially vaccinated against the coronavirus heading into the Memorial Day weekend.

The brightening picture is a major boon to Rhode Island’s hard-hit tourism and hospitality industries, which
can now more fully welcome back patrons. And perhaps most eagerly anticipated, after a year of social distancing
and virtual interactions, will be the return of large-scale events and gatherings.

Here’s a quick roundup of just a handful of the events, activities and attractions — some ongoing, others on specific dates — that
will highlight our state’s summer schedule in the weeks ahead.

) The Guild PYD
.. Beer Garden

PVD Innovation District Park, Provi
_ , Provid
Various dates, May through (.'lt:toberence

JP% hnﬂedvg l[:'e::;tsnacg I'Jtri?g?t inAPruvidence offers spectacular views
. pital city. And this isi i
chance to enjoy local brews, too, PHTeL, s il have o

Guild Brewing Co. will offer its b
Garden, which will be held weekleers "
, Whic . y through October al
ﬁnd ﬂ;e' ,medence River. The event will also include fl:),:]% Egjcrkitr%t
or-a ull schedule, visit T i ’ .
sithoden it The Guild PVD's Facehook page or check out

Guaspee Days

Various dates, June and September
Pawtuxet Village, Warwick and Cranston

It's a celebration of the nation’s “first blow for freedom” - and next year,
it will mark its 250th anniversary.

ition i t Vlillage, commemo-
Gaspee Days, a decades-long tradition in Pawtuxe r
rate[; the 1772 burning of a British schooner at the h_ands of colonists. ’
Traditionally held in May and June, its major events include an Arts & |
Crafts Festival, a 5K road race and, most of all, the Gaspee Days Parade.

ic j d of Gaspee Days

In 2020, the onset of the pandemic just weeks aheq
forced the cancellation of all the scheduled events. This year, the Gaspe(ic !
Days Committee planned for a scaled-back parade, but Fhe SUCCess 0
a fundraising campaign to support the effort has led to bigger plans.

i i i 5, while the pa-
A fireworks display is scheduled for Saturday, Junp , L.
rade, 5K and ceremonial burning of the Gaspeg will be held the ne.xtl
weel’< June 12. The Arts & Crafts Festival, typ|ca|ly held on Memorial |
Day \;veekend, is instead planned for September, as IS the Gaspee Days |
Block Party. o
For a full schedule of events and more information, visit gaspee.com.

part of The Guild PVD Begr
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CULTURAL
ATTRACTION:
The Asian
Lantern
Spectacular

at Roger
Williams Park
Zoo continues
through July 4.
(Courtesy of
Roger Williams
Park Zoo)

Roger Williams Park Zoo,

Providence
Through July 4

ill ti the Asian Lan-
There’s still time 10 catch the A
tern Spectacular at Roger Williams Park

700, which features more than 50 lantern

displays along with Asian-inspired food and

beverages. To learn more, visit rwpzoo.0rg.

CELEBRATING HISTORY: The Gaspee Days Arts
& Crafts Festival, typically held Memorial Day weekend,

will instead take place in September this year. In 2022,
Gaspee Days marks its 250th anniversary. (Beacon

W aI’Wick Food Communications file photos)

Truck Night BEST HOOPS PREMIER

Crowne Plaza, 801 Greenwich Ave., Warwick BASKETBALL CAMP
Various dates, June through September at Bishop Hendricken H.S,, Warwiok

i Southern New England’s Top Instructional Basketball Camp for Boys & Girls 8 %
Held on the third Thursday of each month, War\n{[l_ck Ft;ggnTkrgrf[l; svemonEndrds T s bl o st
' [ mobile culinary options
Night will feature a range of

isi i oy live music and
Food Truck Events. Visitors Wl|l| a_|so enjoy
Ic)l\r’iEllksnfrum Trinity Brewhouse. Admission is free. To le;\\;r[\] n}(:]rned
visit fuodtrucksin.cum/fnod-truck—events or follow

Truck Events on Facebook.

3 GREAT SUMMER SESSIONS
JULY 12-16 * JULY 19-23 « JULY 26-30

Monday - Friday (9am-2:00pm)
Levels & Ages:
Grade School: Ages 7-10 Middle School: Ages 11-13 High School: 14-18*

*High School level has a more advanced schedule of instruction
*Best Hoops will follow CDC and RIDOH Spring/ Summer Camp Guidelines for 2021.

® SUMMER - PAGE 27
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BLOCKISLAND

Scan QR code
for Schedule
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RhodyHealth

Motility Important
to Overall Health

and Wellness

Motility is something that af-
fects us all, and has an impact
on our overall health and well-
being, which is why Dr. Chris-
ty L. Dibble, who is the Direc-
tor of the Women & Infants
Hospital’s Center for Women'’s
Gastrointestinal Health, says
people need to be aware of
what it is, and explains the im-
pact it can have on one’s physi-
cal condition.

Dr. Dibble, among other
things, specializes in the diges-
tive system and its disorders,
also known as motility.

While many may not be
aware of what motility, or gas-
trointestinal motility, refers to,
she explains, it’s the movement
through the gastrointestinal
tract, which includes move-
ment within the esophagus, in
the stomach, the small intes-
tine, as well as the colon.

She adds that some of the
more common motility disor-
ders include esophageal motil-
ity disorders, including GERD
or gastroesophageal reflux dis-
ease.

She encourages people to pay
attention to symptoms, even
ones that may seem common,
such as difficulty swallowing,
as there may be an underlying

health issue causing it.

“It's important to have good
motility throughout the gas-
trointestinal tract because we
don’'t want things to remain
stagnant within the gut. And
when things remain stagnant,
they can cause inflammation.
And subsequently, inflamma-
tion can actually lead to other
problems like blockages or
even cancers down the road.
So we like for everything to
be moving perfectly smoothly
through the GI tract. One of the
more common things that I see
patients for include patients
who have swallowing disor-
ders. One of the most common
ones is called Achalasia,” Dr.
Dibble says.

She adds, “the reason it’s
important to diagnose Achala-
sia, is because food, if it’s not
moving properly through the
esophagus, it can actually be-
come stuck at the bottom of the
esophagus, which we call the
lower esophageal sphincter.
And then food will continue to
get stuck there and the patient
can actually develop what’s
called a food impaction. So
it’s really important to make
a diagnosis with technology
called esophageal manometry.

Staying
Healthy
s |

by
CHRIsTY L.
DiBBLE, DO

And then with that diagno-
sis, we can then do different
techniques to open up the bot-
tom of the esophagus so that
patients can swallow again
and food can move through
smoothly.”

“Another very common rea-
son to see me is if you have
atypical or what we call refrac-
tory reflux symptoms. So that
means maybe you have gone
to your primary care physician
or even your gastroenterologist
with chronic heartburn, regur-
gitation, maybe some pain in
your upper abdomen. You've
been on a long term acid block-
ing medication such as Prilo-
sec, but you're not seeing any

noticeable difference in symp-
toms. So those are the types of
patients who come to see me.
And then we do a variety of
different types of reflux test-
ing.”

To assist her, Dr. Dibble uses
state-of-the-art technology, to
capture information going on
inside the body.

“One of the more traditional
ways to do reflux testing in-
volves a long catheter that we
use to insert into a patient’s
nose, and it has a small sen-
sor on the bottom and all of
the acid that comes up from
the stomach into the esopha-
gus over a 24 hour period, that
sensor would pick it up. Then
the patient would return. We’'d
remove the catheter and we
would upload the study, and
read it,” Dr. Dibble continues.

She also uses the BRAVO
study, which, she says, many
patients prefer.

“It's a little multivitamin-
sized wireless capsule. We in-
sert it endoscopically into the
esophagus, just a couple of
centimeters above where the
esophagus meets the stomach.
We call that the GE junction, it
just will sit there for a couple
of days. You can’t feel it, but

it will be measuring all of the
acid that comes up during a
two day period. Let’s say a pa-
tient has a symptom of heart-
burn. They’ll press the button
on this little receiver that com-
municates with the capsule.
When the study’s read, we can
actually see if that episode of
Heartburn correlates to an acid
reflux episode.”

Taking care of her patients,
and keeping them healthy, has
proudly been Dr. Dibble’s life’s
work.

“I believe that care should be
really personalized to the pa-
tient and of course delivered
with compassion. I honor and I
also recognize that really a key
component to the physician
patient relationship is making
sure that our patient’s needs
are always met. I also believe
very much that delivering the
best practice and care for our
patients is often with a team
multidisciplinary approach.”

Christy L. Dibble, DO, is
Director of the Women & Infants
Hospital’s Center for Women'’s
Gastrointestinal Health

Call our friendly and knowledgeable staff
for a private assessment of your hearing.

.
GotewayHearing )
NN Solutions

999 S Broadway, 3rd Floor
East Providence, Rl 02914

S

215 Tollgate Road, Suite 302
Warwick, Rl 02886

401-738-9953

Rhode Island Special Needs Emergency Registry 401-431-5100

The Rhode Island Department of Health maintains a registry for Rhode Islanders of all

ages—infants to seniors—who have speech, cognitive, developmental, mental health,

sensory and mobility disabilities, chronic conditions, and/or other special healthcare
needs. The Registry allows first responders and emergency

NEW!!
FIGHT CLUB
10-ROUNDS
CIRCUIT TRAINING

Q\OOE '5444/ management officials to plan, prepare for, and respond to the « Fitness Kickboxing
N 9 needs of the community in an emergency. * Personal Training
(<] L -] . . o * Group Fitness
o .-‘ w 5 For more information or to enroll, visit: « Kid’s Fitness
%, & www.health.ri.gov/emregistry e
* Nutrition Loachnin
YNy 0F 401-222-5960 / Rl Relay 711 i

VISIT US TODAY!
609 Killingly Ave. & 1408 Atwood Ave., Johnston, RI 02919

401-996-5425 « https://rkblive.com

Call today to reserve your advertising space for our monthly Rhody Health section — 732-3100

With a total circulation of over 40,000 in the West Bay, Rhody Health appears in the Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald, Johnston Sun Rise & The Reminder.
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EOLLEGTI

Recently | was contacted by a person from the Midwest
who found a powder horn in his grandmothers’ closet
while cleaning out her estate. | know, | talk a lot about
powder horns but each one is different,like paintings done
by different artists. This one turned
out to be a work of art with amazing
history!

| was stunned by the quality of the
carving and what it depicted. It was
marked “Thomas Smith/HIS HORNE
MADE AT/BROOKLINE FORT AUGUST/
THE XV: MDCC:LXXV: 1775." Below this
is a man hunting deer with his dog
marked “A. huntsman,” and to the left of that “The Royal
Artillery” with cannon, muskets, swords, a fife, a drum
with sticks, stacks of cannon balls, and a “Ship of War,”
a rooster, “A sloop” with two small sailors on the deck,
and three fish.

Brookline Fort, or Sewall’s Point as the land was called
was a part of the Town of Brookline,Massachusetts. It
was built in June/July 1775 during the Siege of Boston to
protect from the British from getting boats up the Charles
River and behind Provincial lines. It was a critical location
and troops were brought in to defend it. Amongst those

We are actively purchasing

COMIC BOOKS
TOYS - RECORDS

We are looking for collections large & small.
Call to let us know what you have.

537 Pontiac Avenue,
Cranston, RI

(401)781-5017
thetimecapsule@mail.com
Open 7 Days - 11am to 7pm

troops were men from Colonel Samuel Gerrish’s regiment.
Today, the Boston University bridge and part of the BU
campus sit where the original fort was.

When | first saw the name Thomas Smith, | figured it

By Joel Bohy
Historic Arms & Militaria
Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, Rl

was going to be tough to find the Thomas Smith asit is
such a common name. As | looked through Massachusetts
Soldiers and Sailors of the American Revolution, | found
nine pages of them. The easiest way for me to go through
them was to print them all and look at each man. So, we
know the regiment that was manning the fort during the
summer and fallof 1775, Colonel Gerrish as | mentioned,
and there were four companies of his regiment there. As |
went through and crossed off names there was only one
who was at Brookline Fort/Sewall’s Point during that
time. Thomas Smith of Rowley, Massachusetts.

YOUR AD HERE

Appears in the Warwick Beacon,
Cranston Herald & Johnston Sun Rise

ALL 3 PAPERS FOR ONLY

39 /week

(minimum 4 weeks)

Call Today — 732-3100

: -
> i :
§ v

f(;':'
o My

o' .
w Captains

-
L1
-

Thomas Smith was born in Rowley on September 11,
1748. He married Elisabeth Champney on April 17, 1769.
When British forces marched to Concord on April 19,
1775, Smith was a member of Captain

Thomas Mighill’s company of minute men.

On April 24 he enlisted in Captain Mighill's

company again which was now a part of the

newly formed Massachusetts Army. Captain

Mighill's company became a part of Colonel

Samuel Gerrish’s regiment and in July 1775

they were stationed at Brookline Fort. | was

able to find the muster rolls for the company

and Smith was there till the end of December

1775. Sadly, after that date | could find nothing on Smith.
Like many folks he may have moved, and the rest of his
history is lost. That said, | am thrilled that | was able
to find what | did so that it will now go with this horn

'BRUNEAU&’

e % Antiques - Fine Arts - Unusual Objects

401 -533-9980 - Bruneauandco.com

CA$H FOR GOLD

BUYING and SELLING

Gold * Silver « Diamonds * Jewelry * Coins & more!
OLD, NEW OR BROKEN - WE BUY IT ALL!

Atvood Coip apd Jeweluy

!

TSW AVAILABLE — PRIVAT
Nor%use CALLS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

1450 Atwood Ave, Suite 10, Johnston, Rl 02919

401.525.CAS$H (2274)
MON. 10AM-6PM < TUES.-SAT. 9:30AM-6:30PM < CLOSED SUNDAY
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732-3100

NOTICES MERCHANDISE FOR SALE 320 Pets/Animals 630 Rooms For Rent 705 Investment Property
005 Announcements 200 Bazaars/Flea Markets 330 Pets Needing Homes 635 Duplex for Rent 710 Mobile Homes For Sale
010 Notices 202 Craft Items/Sales 340 Animal Care 640 House For Rent 720 Land For Sale
015 Devotions 205 Yard Sales 350 Pet Services 645 Commercial Rentals 730 Vacation Property
030 Child Care Offered 210 Free Merchandise 370 Free To Good Home 650 Store/Office For Rent 740 Florida Property
040 Child Care Wanted 215 Misc. For Sale 655 Storage Space 750 Real Estate Wanted
050 Business Services 220 Antiques/Collectibles BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 660 Vacation Rentals 760 Real Estate Financing/Services
060 Lost & Found 225 Boats & Motors 400 Businesses For Sale 665 Marinas 770 Condominiums For Sale
070 Misc. Wanted 230 Building Materials 405 Business Opportunities 670 Wanted To Rent 780 House For Sale
075 Entertainment 235 Coins/Jewelry 410 Business Opportunities Wanted 680 Roommate Wanted 790 Auctions
080 Personal Services 240 Cameras 420 Money To Lend 690 House To Share
085 Counseling 243 Business/Office Equipment 490 Employment Service 900 BUSINESS SERVICES
090 Classes/Instructions 245 Computers REAL ESTATE
095 Tutoring 250 Firewood/Fuel/Stoves 700 Commercial For Sale
255 TV/Entertainment EMPLOYMENT

AUTOMOTIVE 260 Musical Instruments 500 Help Wanted
100 Autos Wanted 265 Furniture 510 General Office Please Check Your Ad!
120  deoran S ot R0  Seles fidp et We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, however, we ask you to check
130 Autos For Sale 280 Bicycles ) ) 540 Jobs/Situations Wanted your ad the first time it appears. If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it in
140  Tratke Vane For s 200 dlacheemyimone T P RENTALS the next publication. Sun Rise shall not be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert
140 Trucks/Vans For Sale 290 Machinery/Tools . 3 )
150 Motorcycles For Sale 600 Apartments For Rent i ichi i 5
1eo RV /G nbere For Sale PETS/ANIMALS o8 Ao any advertlsgmer)t for whlch it may beAre§ponSIbIt_a beyondlthe cost of the actual space occu
170 Auto Rent/Lease 300 Dogs For Sale 610 Condos For Rent pied by the item in which error or omission or failure too insert occurred. Advertiser will be
180'  Auto Insurance 310  Cas ForiSale 620  Gaxagedion Rent entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next issue at advertisers's option.

100 Autos Wanted 215 Misc. For Sale 500 Help Wanted 500 Help Wanted 500 Help Wanted 635 Duplex For Rent

WE BUY JUNK CARS: Any 2 GRAVE SITES: Highland
auto, any condition. Call 516- Memorial Park, Rosewood
8822. section. New sites @ $3800
for 2; asking $2800 or best.
954-1856 or leave msg.

CRANSTON: 2 BED, 1.5
baths. Unfurnished, hard-
wood floors. Washer & dryer,
stove, refridgerator. 1 yr.
lease. $1000/mo. + utilities.
Security. No pets. No smok-
ing. Credit check, BCI, refer-

First Student

Now Hiring Throughout Rhode Island

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

150 Motorcycles For Sale

5009 HONDA REBEL AC 7000 BTU WHIRLPOOL:

CMX250C: Showroom condi-
tion with only 50 miles. Light-
weight & low for rider. $3000.
474-6878.

205 Yard Sale

14 FINNE RD., JOHNSTON:
Saturday, 6/5, 9am-? Some-
thing for everyone!

2 FAMILY: 78 BENEDICT Rd.,
War. Sat. 6/5, 9a-3p. Come
one-come all! Raindate 6/6.

ESTATE SALE: 6/5, 9a-2p.
24 Ocean Ave., War. Vintage
linens, furniture, china, office,
bottles, CDs, VHS, decos,

Clock, timer, temp, sleep, fan
speed. Used 2 mo. $160. Call
732-1974.

ARMOR GARAGE FLOOR
Epoxy: all solution kit. Gray,
chips, squeegee, rollers.
Unopened as shipped. $474.
See website. 732-1974.

HIGHLAND MEMORIAL: 3
burial plots, Birch Gardens.
$950 each or best. Call 273-
4226.

500 Help Wanted

CLEANER: 6 A.M.-NOON.
Monsday thru Friday.
$12.50/hr. Must have valid dri-
ver’s license, reliable vehicle

VAN DRIVERS AND

BUS MONITORS

First Student is proud to serve the communities
of Rhode Island and is excited to be adding to

their First Student Family. If you’re looking for a
rewarding opportunity where you can contribute

to your community in a meaningful way, consider a
position on the First Student Team.

UP TO $21.50/HOUR*
PAID TRAINING

GREAT WORK ENVIRONMENT

dmn

ences. Bob 529-5898.

650 Store/Office For Rent

OFFICE SPACE: For rent in
Holistic Health Center on
Providence’s East Side.
Shared waiting room, large
(12x16) room, zone heating,
good light, good parking. For
details, call Mark Brody, MD
at 401-861-4643.

750 Real Estate Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES: Any con-
dition!! Quick sale!! House
needs work? We don’t mind.
Call 401-595-87083.

LT r-'l‘ =

Be that smiling face that greets the student at the
beginning and the end of every school day.

APPLY TODAY!
513-913-0601

apply.firstgroupcareers.com/campaign/rhodeisland2021

more! & clean BCI. Prov., Crans. &

Warwick. Call Paul 310-1120.

WE
MAKE

COPIES

8.57x11”
1 side 50¢ ¢+ wo
2 side 75¢ + o

8.57°x14”
1 side 75¢ ¢+ o
2 side $1 G wo

BLACK & WHITE ONLY

The Classified Dept. is open Monday-
Friday, 8:30am-4:30pm. Call 732-3100.

*Depending on Location and Experience Equal Opportunity Employer

500 Help Wanted 500 Help Wanted

JAY PACKAGING GROUP
$900 SIGNING BONUS"

*Signing Bonus is available to new employees for the successful
completion of their new position as a packer or material handler.

645 Commercial Rental 645 Commercial Rental

For Lease - Retail
1121 Warwick Avenue

Stop in at

BEACON
e N COMMUNICATIONS
1944 Warwick Ave.
Warwick, RI 02889

’
Adjacent to Ocean State Job Lot
Sholes Properties 401-463-5600 Monday Friday 8:45 4:30
(CASH ONLY)

Located in Warwick, RI, we are a leader in the printing and packag-
ing industry, providing our customers with packaging solutions that
stretch the limits of technology while delivering products in a timely,
consistent and cost-competitive manner. Our customer base is grow-
ing and we need motivated individuals to join our team and help to
create innovative visual display packaging. These positions are full
time and not seasonal positions.

% 51,00 for each additional line
4 L I n es I 1 o * Bold Face First Line of ad for $2.00 per week
Run your ad for 4 weeks or more & SAVE 50¢ per week
NAME PHONE

---------------------------------------------------l
* Does Not Include Employment Ads
ADDRESS oy STATE P

Hand Packers — 1st, 2nd & 3rd Shift
Material Handlers — 1st, 2nd & 3rd Shift
Press Feeder — off shifts

JAMOUNT ENCLOSED § CHECK#

 OFVEERS ADISTORUN wE @D .EI .D = D EXPRATONDTE

USE 1 BLOCK FOR EACH LETTER, NUMBER OR PUNCTUATION MARK. LEAVE ONE BLANK BLOCK BETWEEN EACH WORD OR AFTER EACH PUNCTUATION MARK. (MINIMIUM OF 4 LINES)

3DIGIT CODE

2nd shift finishing Supervisor ) DEADLINE
Thermoforming Operator ) TUESDAY at 10 AM
We offer a competitive benefit package including Blue Cross Blue ) d Draw
Shield and Dental, VSP eye care, company-paid life insurance, A'I"I‘EN'"oN
401(k), savings plan, vacation/holidays, and employee recognition 4
: i p % $10.00/Week to your ad
programs in addition to a safe, clean working environment. $12.00w/Bold
with shading -
) $11.00/Week 9
Mena Raso $1300wiBald only $2.00
Senior Human Resources 6) $1200Meek
100 Warwick Industrial Drive sitoveek | per week
Warwick, RI 02886
g‘“g ouv Fax: 401.244.1398 JOHNSTON MAIL COMPLETED FORM TO:

w“'

Johnston Sun Rise Classified Dept.
1944 Warwick Avenue * Warwick, RI 02689
email: sueh@rhodybeat.com

e-mail: mraso@ jaypack.com

yo¥ pock te"’

Buying & Selling, Classifieds Work!

Ise




m Summer

Friday, June 4, 2021

Johnston Sun Rise 27
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Music at
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1000 New London Ave., G‘{anz:t’:n
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Knightsville,

Steeped in history and
in Cranston is due

food. The 2020

of the feast,

PROUD
TRADITION:
After the
pandemic forced a
significantly scaling
back of the 2020
festivities,

y e
el
el

"‘ A ‘.,
e

St. Mary's Feast

Sunday, July 18
day, July 14 through
el Cranston

{o return o
Last year's feast was significantly scaled bac

jviti i tens

fivities, which draw thou
f‘gsi htsville ne'\ghburhuod for carnival 1i s
o edition put renewed focus

which was broug
i, ltaly. .

rom the area of Itri, , sy o

fFur more information, follow the St Mary's Feast

Facebook or visit stmarysfeast.com.

St. Mary's Feast
is set to return
in Cranston’s
Knightsville
neighborhood

in July. (Beacon
Communications
i« file photos)

by

community, the St. N\ary"s Feast celebration
for its T16th year In July.

the usual
isi to the

housands of visitors
o des, music and, most of all,
the religious roots
ht to Rhode sland by immigrants

Business

921 Power Washing

Services

937 Screens Repaired 943 Landscaping 945 Painting 953 Oil Tank Removal 965 Rubbish Removal
Coast to Coast SCREENS ALL SKILL C & J Painting Why wait for your oil tank to leak? | House Junk Removal
Power Washing REPAIRED Landscaping Interior/Exterior Old oil tanks removed Garagese Basements

Everythin I_Resider_ltial. Fiberglass or Aluminum Lawn Mai.nten.ance Powerwashing wﬂ Small Demolitions
When Quality/Service Pet Resistant Tree Trimming Free Estimates Drum Disposal Reliable Service
Matters, call Ken, 287-1580 LSWA':;P !;:'i';dingd Jason e Craig 'fEW:ﬂ_n E V:;z'ﬁlh."f:éltlg- Reg. #2983 & Insured
- - No contact ic. orist - Insure 378-8525 o 743-2554 nsure eg. _
ggslacg:n?agg#t;dl Pick-up Available 401-924-2999 Reg. #22833 Insured 401-647-9606 286 0505
Save 15% off! - N - JUNK REMOVAL
° 939 Moving & Storage COmplete Levine Painting Co., Inc. 960 Storage SERVICgS
929 Home Improvements - Land i Commercial ¢ Residentia Houses, Sheds
R.L. Davis Movers, Inc. aGn sgattp'lng Interior & Exterior W os. Etc.
Residential - Commercial rass Lutting Painting « Wallpaper For Rent. Stationary at . ’
Weatherproof Packing Services & Supplies Available Masonry Work Nathan Levine 736-0600 Johnston location or mobile. Free ?‘mates'z(:;llé:R“dy
Home Improvement 5% Senior Discount All Work Guaranteed Reg. #7140 (Cell) 323-6100  insured We can bring to your 39.7
Interior/ Exterior Painting Serving All of New England Jake 374-3695 location for monthly rental. -
. S s D | 4912630008 | LT |\ — ey | eyt s, || Spring Cleanups
732-9218
R, #318103 940 Rototilling FRESH PERSPECTIVE

933 Electrical

Valco Electric

Residential Specialist

Electrical Upgrades
Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #3990 AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa Insured

Bob’s Rototilling
& Landscaping
Quality Work! Affordable
Prices! Fast Service!

Call 430-0074

936 Handyman

942 Landscape Materials

John’s Construction
Handyman Services
Painting ¢ Windows
Carpentry
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad.
Reg. #24655 ~  Insured

€all Sue at

CONFREDA FARMS
Fertile Farm Loam
Screened to 112 inch

LANDSCAPING
Mulching
Hedge Trimming
We Do It All!

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection
ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs

Now accepting New Weekly Historic Restorations
& Bi-weekly Customers Painting
639-7214 Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts
Integrity & Passion
Gonsalves ALL MAINTENANCE
Reg. #4114 %  Member BBB *  Est. 1946
c :-:ﬂdscaplﬂg call now! 738-0369
uts Weekly & Bi-Weekly
All your 949 Fencing
Landscaping Needs!
Call 256-8129 Reilly Fence Inc.

e 50/50 Mix
e Processed Gravel

737-7662 .+ 827-5000

732-3100.

Business Service ads
are in the Johnston
Sun Rise, Cranston
Herald & Warwick
Beacon. Ads start at
$32 per week.

Professional installations of
Vinyl ¢ Wood e Aluminum
Chainlink Fences
Insured o Free Estimates
Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392

pricing & incentive pro-
grams for long term use.

401-837-0048 or 401-663-0170.

House - Cellars - Yards
Garages - Moving?
Anything hanled away, some for FREE!
30yrs. - Reliable Service!

963 Roofing

41 -2781 Lic. #7379 - Insured

Rawlinson Home
Improvements, Inc.
Your Local Roofing &

Painting Company
A Great Job at a Great Price
Small Roof Repairs to Total
Replacement
401-529-0649

Call Brian for a Free Estimate
Reg. #10690

The deadline for
Business Services
ads is

Friday at 10:00 am.

YARD DEBRIS REMOVAL

Containers placed at your

location. Competitive rates.

Reliable, courteous service.

Call for pricing & availability,
1st 401-595-7414

2nd 401-837-0048.

980 Asphalt

Cool Roof & Asphalt Coatings
Asphalt Crack Filling
Sealcoating ¢ Pot Hole Repair

Striping Roof « Coating
Call for a FREE estimate
781-560-3101

Coolroofandasphattcoatings@yahoo.com
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Vool A

PROPANE FILLING STATION
7

=L 621-8129 cai i
PROPANE
TANKS | *Open 7 days a week Be Sai
FILLED | . Open all year e~
== * English & Spanish B'll!

904 Manton Ave. ¢ Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil. Johnston32@gmail.com * www.jfcpropane.com

GONGRETE REPAIR SPEGIALISTS
*STEPS < PATIOS

“WALKS oWALLS |
« FOUNDATION REPAIRS

401 225:2000

WWW.DIUCONSERVICES.COM

Quality Work - Reasonably Priced
Licensed and Insured
Reg. #9386

INVEST IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

'Nardone Painting Co.

1

]

! INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK !
Roofing, Siding and Windows 1
NOW OFFERING: Carpentry, \ﬂ-:
1

]

]

1

1

: RORNGOED

BUYING and SELLING

Gold ¢ Silver « Diamonds ¢ Jewelry * Coins
OLD, NEW OR BROKEN - WE BUY IT ALL!

CES PAID! Sell with confidence
ch;::: E?.Iggt!lSED precious metal dealer.

SE%MEAD 1450 Atwood Ave, Suite 10, Johnston, RI 02919
cuLL‘gAC[Ti\EBLES 401.525.CA%$H (2274)

MON. 10AM-6PM  TUES.-SAT. 9:30AM-6:30PM « CLOSED SUNDAY

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling & Hardwood Floors

Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work
LICENSED & INSURED

401-943-1675 \

I Luciano Nardone 27 Tweed Street, Cranston

Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

’ Drain Pain? Call the Doctor! \

(401) 318-9329
A Professional Drain Service Company
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Slow Drains ¢ Drain Cleaning
Clogged Sinks, Toilets & Shower Drains
EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

DoctorDrainRl.net
/

T
LOVING KINDNESS JESUS IS SAVIOR
John 3:16 / 14:6 | Cor. 15:3, 4
SALVATION PRAYER:

Dear Heavenly Father - I ask you to forgive me
my sins and direct my life. I believe JESUS shed his blood and
died for my sins and rose from the dead.
Iask JESUS to be my Savior and my Lord.

=)
2

H)
‘i‘! wbi
Doctor,Drain

I prayin JESUS NAME. Amen
websites: 4laws.com ¢ ttb.org * Iwf.org * biblegateway.com

biblestudytools.com e christianbasics.org * discoveryseries.org
christiankidstop100.com, warv.net

Doctor Drain Rl LLC « doctordrainri@gmail.com

\

\.. Chicken Saladgn QO '

47, or Tuna Salad899 '
Deluxe

Fresh Garden

Salad w/fresh 999

Grilled Chicken

| 0401-270-7371 g S Reuben 099

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Cup of Soup

1031 Plainfield Street Small Pasta

- #8 Johnston, RI 02919 w/ Choice of
(1) Meatball

MULCHRI.COM

Direct Wholesale Landscaping Materials
Flat Fee Delivery

Various Colored Mulch * Crushed Stone
Various Decorative Stone * Loam and Compost
Garden Mix and more!

Order On-Line 24/7

email: info@mulchri.com

www.MulchRI.com | (401) 486-7000

INSURANCE, INC,

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
Agent, Vincent S. Podmaska Insurance Agency

N vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com h_'
Rt I',“.I

I 0 CA I 1465 Atwood Avenue ¢ Johnston, RI 02919 P

‘/ Tel: 401-273-8700 « Fax: 401-273-0477
Customers!

ONLY $1500 PER WEEK

(10-week commitment)

Warwick Oil /Valley Fuel Inc.

1343 Main Street, West Warwick Lic. #345

823-8113 Lic. #444

- 24-Hour Emergency Service
- No Credit Card Fees
- Bulk Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel

Same Day Deliveries

CALL US BY 11:00 AM
RI LIHEAP Vendor

3.42"x2" ad
FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE



